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                                          What Is Important  
Among many things that my wife and I are discussing is what to take 
and what to leave, what to keep and what to forsake.  We are deciding 
what we can live with and without after our move to a foreign country 
while international airlines allow up to 44 pounds for checked baggage 
and 17 pounds carry on.   We also are parting with all but a few impor-
tant possessions that we wish to see when we move back to the USA.  
In short we are deciding what is important to keep and what is impor-
tant to part with.  

Godôs Word instructs us what is important, even vitally essential, to keep.  ñHold fast to what you have, that 
no one take your crown.ò  (Revelation 3:11)   The most important thing to keep is our faith in Jesus Christ that 
gives us the solid assurance God is with us now and we will be with Him forever.  We are to keep confessing 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior from sin, death and Satan.  We are to keep confessing and repenting of 
our sins to receive the blood-bought forgiveness of Christ.  We are to keep Godôs Word in our hearts that God 
loves us and wants the best for us.  We are to keep convinced God keeps His promises that He has plans for 
us, not to harm us, but to help us, plans for a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11) and that He will never leave 
us nor forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5) 
 

Godôs Word also shows us what God might call us to part with or be willing to part with.  In Genesis 12 Abram 
was called by God to leave his home, relatives and familiar surroundings and go to a land God would show, 
and God would bless him.  Reading Genesis, chapters 12-24 we find that at least eight times he parted with 
something or sacrificially stepped out of his comfort zone to follow God, help someone else, give something 
up or part from someone dear.  Each time God followed with a promise of blessing and eventually many 
blessings besides. 
 

There are other things Godôs Word instructs us about leaving and forsaking.  ñLet the wicked forsake his 
way.ò (Isaiah 55:7) ñLet all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you 
along with all malice é.ò  (Ephesians 5:31) ñéconfess your sinsé.ò  (I John 1:9)  ñA man shall leave his fa-
ther and mother and cleave unto his wifeé.ò (Genesis 2:24)  ñCast all your care upon Him, for He cares for 
you.ò  (I Peter 5:7)  ñGive, and it shall be given to you, good measure, shaken together, pressed down and 
running over.ò (Luke 6:38)  
 

 It is so interesting and amazing, isnôt it?  We spend most of our lives accumulating things, then in the last 
years, getting rid of things.  And if we donôt, someone else will have to.  Because it is as Godôs Word asserts: 
ñFor we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.ò  (I Timothy 6:7)  
 

As we consider what to keep and what to part with, let us remember that three things are going to last forever: 
God, His Word and His people.  And as part of His people we want to ñhold fastò to our faith that saves us.  
On the other hand we are to leave our comfort zone to share the faith that saves others and sustains their 
faith.  This involves the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of God. This involves how we ñlet goò our words, time, 
talents and treasures to benefit the body of believers at St. Paul Church and School to welcome ñour worldò 
into the Kingdom of God. This involves self examination and prayers to God, ñWhat shall I do Lord?ò  (Acts 22:10)  
 

Especially at this important time when we are called to support our ministries and missions and furthermore 
are challenged in our ñFaith for the Journeyò we can ask ourselves, ñWhat is most important?  What can we 
do with and without?  How can I make a difference for Godôs glory?ò 
 

The last several weeks it has been our joy to part with a number of things and see the delight of people who 
appreciate them.  It has been our joy to make some big commitments without yet the assurance of State ap-
proval we can live at our foreign destination.  It has been our joy to follow Godôs call here and what we believe 
is His elsewhere. That for all of us is most important! 
 

                                                                                                                              Timothy J. Bickel 
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Here are some tools or ideas for standing up with BOLDNESS as a Christian in this technological world. 

 

¶ Going to a movie?  Check to see if there will be inappropriate behavior, language, violence or other                  

         things in the movie to which Jesus would not want us to be exposed.  Use  www.Screenit.com before                
         you see the movie.  Get free reviews by clicking the ñNo Thanksò box at the bottom of the home 

    page.  This sight rates various categories of offensive material (ex. drugs, sex, smoking, language)  
¶ Want a safe website for your children?  Lutheran Hour Ministries has a website that has many great                

         resources and interactive activities for the entire family.  Go to www.JCPlayZone.com 

¶ Do you use search engines on the web to find out information?  Use the  search engine on website   

         www.goodsearch.com and you can designate a charity to receive a donation for every legitimate                              

         search you do.  For instance, you can designate the International Lutheran Womenôs Missionary      
         League as your charity and they will continue to add to their mite boxes through this donation  

         system. 
¶ Check out our church website at www.stpaul-millington.org  and read the messenger if you lose this  

         hard copy, listen to sermons online, keep informed about our activities and have helpful links to other                    
         Christian sites.  Tell your family and friends about this site.  It is great for college students, military  

         personnel and others who presently live out of the area.  
 

Do you have any helpful ideas or tools for living as a Christian?  Let Pastor Bruner or the office know.  It does not have 

to be internet related.  Look for more ideas next month.  
 

Lƽƽ k for our new  

brochure inside!  

http://www.screenit.com/
http://www.jcplayzone.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.stpaul-millington.org/


Calendar of Events 

Breakfast Club for 9 th -12 th  graders at Millington High 

School every Wednesday morning at 7AM in the cafeteria.  
Students have breakfast  and a devotion before starting 

school.  Help  is needed  with making  the breakfast .  To 
help cook, contribute food or help monetarily, call 871 -

4581.  Items needed weekly: sausage links or patties, muf-

fins, chocolate milk and orange juice. 

Quilt Tying  on Tuesdays from 1PM-4PM in the Projects 

Room.  We are in desperate need of help, if youôve been 
wondering about quilt tying, please come and learn.  

Votersô Assembly Meeting 
(If needed) May 27th  
In the Projects Room  

A SCRAPBOOK EVENT  
May 17th  

 Come for a great time of fellowship, fun, and learning.   
9AMï7PM  in the Projects & Computer Room of the 

school.  Pre register $5.00 per person or $10.00 at the 

door.  PLEASE R.S.V.P. as soon as you can for the May 
17th event.  Sign up in the school office 871 -4581 or with 

Page Kidd 871-5427 or e-mail:  page@kidd-co.com.  
Scrapbooking makes memories that last a lifetimeé 

Jesus makes memories that last forever!  

Messenger/Calendar Deadline May 18th. 

 
 
 
Confirmation ðSunday, May 4th at 11AM.   
1st Communion ðSunday, May 11th at 11AM.   
8th Grade Graduation ðSunday, June 8th at 
8:30AM. 

Beginning Deficit 3/1/08                                         (43,797.94)  
March General Fund Income                 112,786.00  
March General Fund Expenses                97,103.80 
March Balance                                                        15,682.20    
Ending Deficit 3/31/08                                          (28,115.74) 
Missions (Budgeted  & Non-Budgeted)                        4,050.25  
T.I.M.                                                                     1,816.45  
Building Fund                                                         22,948.17  

Baby Bottle Campaign  
Motherôs Day May 11th until  

Father's Day, June 15th. 

Help us out by picking up a baby bottle 
from the narthex and filling it with any 

loose change during this period.  The 

money earned will help the Pregnancy  
Resource Center of Lapeer.  Last yearôs campaign of 53 

participating churches and donors netted more than 
$35,000.00.   

We will be having our first ever Blood Drive 
at St. Paul on May 23rd from 12PM ï6PM. 

If you are able to donate, please call 871 -
4581 for an appointment or we will also have 

walk-ins available.  Please come and help 

save a life! 

St. Paul Garage Sale   
June 12 th  ï 14 th    

We have limited storage space,  

so please save your items  
to be dropped off beginning  

June 6th in the Parish Hall.   

Men s Softball Schedule 

Mon., May 5th Home 

Mon., May 12th Home 

Mon., May 19th Home 

Mother Daughter Banquet  ï Spring Fashion Extrava-

ganza Wed., May 21st at 6PM.  $1.00 per person and 

bring a dish to pass.  Table service and drinks will be pro-
vided.  Tickets will be on sale before and after services at 

the gift case.  If questions, please call Diane Maxson, 
Connie Daenzer or Julie Weiss. 

 

Memorial Day 

Remember Those Who 

Served 

Faith for the Journey Commitment Celebration  
in the St. Paul Parish Hall 

May 17thðFruit & Dessert Reception after the 7:30 
service 

May 18thðBrunch after both services 
Everyone Welcome 

mailto:page@kidd-co.com


Opportunities to Serve And Volunteer 

Gift Certificates  (Scrip) to a wide variety of stores and 

restaurants are available to purchase at the school office.  
(We now have Walmart, Subway and Michaelôs.)  New 

forms are available in the narthex .   

 Check out our new Web pages.  The site gets 

updated monthly with the church calendar, the 
Monthly Messenger and a new sermon page 

has also been added. 

We need Messenger sponsors for July, September & Octo-

ber.  Cost is $120.00ðcall the church office if interested.  

Please check the lost and found  by the janitorôs room and 

the shelf outside of the Parish Hall.  We are getting quite a 
collection of clothes, dishes, etc.  

 

The Board of Social Concerns would like to once again 

gather volunteers  to help  out at area soup kitchens .  
If this is something you feel God is calling you to help with, 

please sign the sheet in the narthex.  We have no dates set 

yet ï we are just seeing if there are enough servants will-
ing and interested in helping feed Godôs children. 

We are still in need  of newer highchairs  for all the din-

ners we have at our school.  If you have one to donate, 
please drop it off outside the school library.  Thank you.                          

       Altar Flowers Needed:  
June 25th 

August 17th, 24th, 31st  
October 5th, 19th, 26th  
November 9th and 23rd 

Honor Roll  
 
 

 
 
 

Millington High School  
* Denotes all Aôs 
12th Grade  
Dustin Griesing 
Jeffrey Higgins 
Sarah Kester 
Crystal Raymond 
Trenton Reinertson 
Gerry Smith 
Kyle Stange 
James Weber 
Katherine Werner 
11th Grade  
Felicia Ball 
Rachel Foley 
Jamie Frahm 
Stephanie Hanlin 
Ryan Ill  
Tyler Reinert 
Angelica Stohon* 
Chaise Wilson 

10th Grade  
Caleb Allard* 
Heidi Derscha 
Melissa Detgen  
Alex Goodhue 
Matthew Harrington 
Floyd Harsen* 
Jennifer Herrick 
Andrew Maschke* 
Heidi Petzold* 
Alexis Reinert* 
Evan Reinert 
David Rush 
Cory Stange 
Joshua Williams 

Samantha Wolfer* 
9th Grade  
Ian Baker 
Ashleigh Devereaux 
Alyshia Fyke-Jolly 
Bridgett Greenan 
Jessica Harpst* 
Micheal Harrington 
Shelby Howay 
Rachel Ill 
Kelsi McAlister 
Ryan Petzold  
Christopher Smith 
Cameron Wilson* 
Emma Zeck* 

Vassar High School  
* Denotes All Aôs 
12th Grade  
Kelly Keipinger 
11th Grade  
Alicia McClenathen 
Luke Denome 
Tyler Jenkins 
Michael Tebedo 
10th Grade  
Shane Edler* 
Brent Tebedo 
Santana Edler 

Valley Lutheran  
High School  
*Raised Academic  
  Proficiency 
12th Grade  
John Keinath 
Michelle Russell 
Andrea Weiss 
Jacob Schoenknecht 
11th Grade  
Rachel Keinath 
Keven Washburn* 
10th Grade  
Andrew Weber 
Luke Platt* 
9th Grade  
Hannah Keinath 

Birch Run High School  
11th Grade  
Amber Roth 
Michael Lynn 

A Motherôs Prayer 
 

God, give me wisdom to see that today is my day 

with my children,  

That there is no unimportant moment in their lives.  

May I know no other career is as precious,  

No other work so rewarding,  

No other task so urgent.  

May I not defer it nor neglect it,  

But by thy Spirit accept it gladly, joyously, and by 

thy grace realize  

That the time is short and my time is now,  

For children wonõt wait! 

-Helen M. Young 
 

)@OOX .NSGDQ½R %@X{ 

Our beloved secretary Geri Blue will be retiring on June 

30th.  We will celebrate her retirement on June 22nd in 

the Parish Hall after 2nd service.  To celebrate this 

event we are asking for pictures and notes of thanks and 

encouragement.  We will be putting a scrapbook to-

gether, please turn notes and pictures into the church 

office by Friday, June 6th. 



Area News 

IN HONOR OF Marge Scannell on her Birthday 

Church Service Tape Ministry                 $20.00 

 

IN HONOR OF Ottilie Ill on her Birthday 

Sound System                  $ 20.00 

 

IN HONOR OF Ray & Marion Reinert 55th Wedding  

Anniversary 

General Fund     $100.00 

 

IN HONOR OF Roy Petzold on his 70th Birthday 

St. Paul School     $ 10.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF my best friend, Lynn Mohr 

Gym/Activity Center    $ 40.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF Don Peche 

General Fund     $ 25.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF Ron Younger 

School Registration Fee    $  6.61 

 

IN MEMORY OF Guiles Berry 

General Fund     $ 70.00 

Handbell     $ 34.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF Sherry Morrisôs grandfather 

Praise & Fellowship    $ 50.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF Joseph Newbold, Sr. 

General Fund     $395.00 

To be designated by family   $ 95.00 

Building Fund     $ 85.00 

Debt Retirement     $ 25.00 

Valley Lutheran High School   $ 20.00 

 

IN MEMORY OF Shirley A Weber 

Giving Tree     $ 20.00  

 

May 2008   

MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS  
Hymn of the Month  

 
 

 
 

 

 
The Hymn of the Month for May and June is ñLord, Help Us 

Walk Your Servant Way.ò  It is LSB #857 in the Vocation 
section of the hymnal.   

 
Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self,  
Each serve the otherôs need. 

 
The tune is St. Flavian, a familiar melody to most Lutheran 

congregations. 

 
The scripture reference is Mark 10:35-45.  In this text, Je-

sus reminds His disciples that ñwhoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

wants to be first must be slave of all.ò  This is the basis for 
the earthly ministry of Jesus as He exemplified a life of 

servanthood. 

 
The hymn reminds us to bend low, forget ourselves, serve 

the needs of others, and seek to follow Him.  

Thank you from LYF  

LYF would like to thank all who participated in the soup 
suppers and the Easter Breakfast.  Thank you for your 

support, time & donations. Itôs all truly appreciated as we 
prepare to go to our Michigan District Youth Gathering.  

PTL would like to say THANK YOU to everyone who at-

tended the PTL UNOôs night.  We earned $198.16.  Thanks 
also for your support in the Dodge Drive for the Kids, we 

raised $925.00 in three hours.  Great Job! 

Thank you to ñall the ladiesò who brought prizes and 

cakes for the Lutheran Home Birthday Bingo.  Thank you 
Julia for the devotion and for being our caller ï we will miss 

you.  The helpers were also appreciated.  God bless you all.   
Lutheran Home Bingo Committee 

Celebrate a Birthday with us, itõs Charlotte Fallõs 
90th Birthday.  We are having an òOpen Houseó on 
Sun., May 4th at the United Methodist Fellowship 
Hall in Millington from 2-5PM.  Light refresh-
ments will be served.  No gifts please, your presence 
is gift enough.  If you have questions please call 
Bonnie 989-262-4740. 



Bible Classes and Spiritual News  
9:45 AM Sunday Morning  

Adult Bible Studies  
 

¥ What is a Miracle?  ï led by Mr.  

    Kaiser in the library. 
¥ Life of Jesus According to the Gospel of  

    Matthew ï led by Tim Bickel in the Projects Room. 

¥ The Proverbial Man ï led by Pastor Bruner in the     

   Computer Room. 
¥ The Power of WE: Godôs Gift to Marriage ï led by  

    Mr. Schoenknecht in the 5th grade classroom. 

¥ Home Bible Studies ï If you are interested in  

   joining, please contact  one of the Pastors or our   
   church office. 

¥ Sunday School meets from 9:45 -10:45AM. 

¥ LYF DVD series from the Skit Guys ï topic: òThe 

Cards Youôve Been Dealt.ò  Led by Angie Zeck in the 

Youth Room. 
 

ñFaith For the Journeyò 4 week Bible 
Study  for adults & students starting Sat., 

April 19 th  and Sun., April 20 th  between 
services at 9:45AM or on Saturdays at 

6:30PM. 

 
Friday Morning Bible Study  

¥ Parenting Bible Study: The Hurried Family ï This 

Bible study will meet on Friday mornings at 9AM in the 
library.  Come join us for some fellowship as we learn 

more about taking care of the children God has blessed 
us with.  

The Pastors invite you  to join  them in the Chapel ten 

minutes before each worship service to spend time in 
prayer.  We pray for God to use the worship service to 

touch lives and for hearts to be focused rather than dis-
tracted during the service.  We also pray for any specific 

requests individuals share at that time.  We call this 

ñPrayer Warriors.ò   

Prayer Walk  
Saturday May 17th, 8AM -8PM  

Sign up in the narthex  
Maps also available  

New Member Welcome  
May 4th at 9:45AM in the Parish Hall  

Commitment Dinners after services on Saturday, May 

17th and Sunday, May 18th.  Come and join us as we 

continue our Faith for the Journey.  

Praise & Fellowship at 6PM  

May 11th 

Guest speaker:  Elaine Bickel  

Special Motherõs Day Video 
 

Praise & Fellowship Camping 

May 23 -26 Memorial Weekend  

Come camp with us on the school grounds.   

Camping available Fri. PMñSun. PM. 

Activities being planned:  Karaoke, campfire sing ñað long, 

softball, volleyball, horseshoes, Wii on the big screen  

and more!  Praise and Fellowship in the  

Pavilion on Sun., May 25 at 6PM.  Come join us for any or 

all of the activities.  R.S.V.P. for camping by calling the 

church office or Page Kidd (871 -5427).  

As per a resolution made at the Votersô assembly to 

call an associate pastor  at St. Paul, the Pastoral Call 
Committee is asking congregational members who would 

like to submit the name of a Pastor for possible consid-
eration on our call list, to forward the name to the church 

office or any of the Elders no later than May 6 th.  The 

Associate Pastor will share normal pastoral duties and will 
have special emphasis in these areas: Assimilation, Evan-

gelism and Passion for School Ministry.  We ask for your 
continued prayer as we begin the process of calling a 

Pastor.  Thank you, The Pastoral Call Committee. 

Did you know you can have your church tithes and of-

ferings automatically deducted  from your bank ac-

count?  No more check writing or forgetting your weekly 
envelope.  Itôs called ñSimply Givingò and you can sign 

up in the church office.  If you would like to take part in 
this or have any questions, please call 871-4581. 

All Small Group Leaders and Hosts ðPast & Present  

Meet Thursday, May 15, 2008 in the Projects Room  
 

How will small group ministries continue?  What are your 

questions, ideas, wishes?  What are the tried and true 

methods and new resources?  Join me in my last time to-
gether with you in the projects room where it all began 

September 13, 2001. 
 

Timothy J. Bickel 

Exercise dailyñ 

walk with the Lord. 


