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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The DecemberMessenger

. . Getting prepared is what Advent is about. We have seen a lot of
IS Sponsored IN MEeMOY Ypreparation in our nation lately. We prepared for the elections;

; ttheyAr oV Xgeptx Lor t felect. Weaug
0 f Ernie & pJepj’redéorrfh%ksgi\ﬁ ;m@llefﬁévea 390 d be almost finished

55th Weddmg off. Many have begun preparing for Christmas. | know the radio
. stations began playing the music before Thanksgiving, so | am
anniversary. sure we will be fsicko o"% Ohyeah, sea

and are you prepared for the New Year yet?

What is Advent about? Advent prepares us for the second coming of Jesus. It looks beyond His first visit,
begun on the first Christmas. On that visit He fulf
News. 0 The Good News is that although we are sinful
our place. Those who love and trust Him as Savior will be forgiven. Since His resurrection and ascension

back to heaven, His followers await His return. He will come one final time to gather His followers and escort

them to their heavenly home. This is Good News.

Advent prepares you and me for this next (and final) visit. To be prepared for Jesus we need to have a
ATurn aroundod in our |ives. This is the theme for o
every person fAturning aroundo or repenting of their
giveness with that person.

| strongly believe the Advent services we have planned will communicate a powerful message about the ur-
gent need for a Aturn aroundd in our country and wor
communi cate the message of turning around in three a
yet to come. You will want to attend each week of our midweek Advent services. Be sure to encourage and

bring your family and friends as well.

AThe Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, als so
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a
thiefébo -20aPet er 3: 9

Please be in prayer about even more preparation. Even though we will eventually call an Associate Pastor,
we still need to realize how each of us has an important function within the church. Please pray that God
opens our eyes to the potential ministry of St. Paul Lutheran and how each of us can be a part of it in the
time we have left.

This month Pastor Koch is helping prepare us for a planning meeting to be held on January 10, 2009. Your
participation in these preparations and at the planning meeting is very important.

Remember, you matter to God and you matter to me,

Rev. James R. Bruner
1 John 4:10-11
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~ Birthdays In our

St. Paul Family
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If your name does
not appear on your
birthday month,
please call the
church office so we
can update our
records. Thanks.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
4941 W. Center St. Millington, MI 48746
989-871-4581 www.stpaul -millington.org
Rev. James Bruner

Service Times:  7:30PMSaturdays
8:30AM & 11:00AMSundays

Advent Services:
Wed., Dec. 3 ™ - 4PM & 7:00PM
Wed., Dec. 10 ™ - 4PM & 7:00PM
Wed., Dec. 17 ™ - 4PM & 7:00PM
Soup Suppers each Wed. during Advent from 5 -6:30PM
Free will donation

Christmas Choir Concert: Sun., Dec.7 " 8 7PM

Childrends Chr i s$umasc. B€' B VHAMC e :
Christmas Eve Services: Wed., Dec. 24 ™
6PM Childrends Service
9PM Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Service +C: Thurs., Dec. 25 ™ 0 10AM

New Year s Day Shkury, Jao.d '+ COAM




Calendar of Events/Serve and Volunteer

Pastor Koch will lead aplanning meeting  on Dec. 1st at 6PM
in the old choir room; Dec. 2nd at 9:45AM in the computer
room; and Dec. 2nd at 1PM in the old choir room. The focus
will be on Christian Maturation and Education.

C;BOGO (Buy one get one free book fair)
——== December 4"-14", classrooms will shop on
| ~ Thurs,, Dec. 11" and Fri., Dec. 12". It will also
":‘ be open after church services on the 7" and 14™.

Church and tree decorating Sat., Dec. 6™ at 9AM. \
Anyone is welcome to come and help. If you have _«
any questions, please call Sherry Ill 871-9679. z/ic 2

%
A SCRAPBOOK EVENT
(Sponsored by the Board of Youth & Fellowship)
Come for a great time of fellowship, fun, and learning.
Dec. 13th from 9AMT 7PM in the Projects & Computer Room
of the school. Pre register $5.00 per person or $10.00 at the
door. *Includes: continental breakfast, luncheon of soups &
sandwiches, etc., snacks, coffee & water. Bring your own
stamping and/or scrapbook supplies, pictures, etc. PLEASE
R.S.V.P. as soon as you can for the Dec. 13th event with the
school office 871-4581, Page Kidd 871-5427
or e-mail: page@kidd-co.com.
Scrapbooking makes memories
Jesus makes memories that last forever!

Votersbo As s e mb ISyn., Dee.eldth atgl:30PM.
All St. Paul members 18 and older are encouraged to attend.

Storyhour for 3-5 year olds is on Thursday afternoons from 1-
2:30PM and on Friday mornings from 9-11AM. Come to the
Youth Room and join the fun or call Lori Osborn 989-205-9873
for more details.

Area News
Boar 6 s He a datBethlsham hthdran Church, Saginaw
Dec. 4" & 6™ at 7:30PM. Savor the sights, sounds and aroma|
of the great festival as we join to celebrate the birth of The
King. Free will donation.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Frankentrost will host its 12™ an-
nualAiLi vi ng N&at Jwiuryey t o Bie Dde.
5"- 7-9PM; Sat. Dec. 6" - 6-8PM and Sun., Dec. 7" - 6-8PM,
Experience the sights and sounds of Bethlehem on the blessed
night when Jesus Christ was born. This is a free 30 minute out-
door walk, so dress for the weather. Fellowship and refresh-
ments will follow.

5 FREE blood pressure checks  will be at
) /7 St. Paul Dec. 14" between services. This
@ is a service sponsored by Lutheran Homes

of Michigan.

Sunday School Christmas Sing -a- 91
long and puppet show Dec. 14" at I
4

9:45AM in the Parish Hall. Everyone §" ¢ s
is welcome. Reminder: There will be ?
no Sunday School on Dec. 2F' & 28",

Messenger/Calendar Deadline
Wed., Dec. 17th

The offices will be closed:
Thurs., Dec. 25th
Fri., Dec. 26th
Thurs., Jan 1st

that last a |ifetimeé
Opportunities to Serve and Volunteer

We have an opportunity to purchase 3 new com-
puters at a discounted rate , which are needed to
replace the old ones used by the church office and
tellers. We need approximately $1000 to get this
great deal. If you would like to donate, please place
money in an envelope in the offering plate marked
Acomputer fundo or give to
you.

We are in need of monetary contributions in order to
be able to send our December and February CAMP
(College and Military Parishioner) mailings. If you
would like to help with this ministry, please place an
envel ope marked ACAMPO in
to the church office. Thank you.

%'E%r@(ﬁ man should give what
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for

t

God | oves a cheerful gi ver .

from the heart and knowing we are helping other chil-
dren of God will indeed make us all cheerful givers!
The stars are ready f or t hi Giving €reer 6 s
The remainder of the LCFS stars will be on the tree
for you to catch those holiday bargains AFTER you
have spent Thanksgiving giving thanks to ALL that HE
has given us. All LCFS gifts are due December 5 ™!
Thank you! Board of Social Concerns
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