








Giving Tree

Every year I always seem to get very stressed while working on the Giving Tree. I worry about filling all of the stars
and then another family in need calls. How can I turn them away? So, I pray as I keep hanging those stars on the
tree, but that devil keeps leading me down that doubting path. How on earth could all of these stars be filled? Where
will the money come from? Will more people take stars? This year, God decided to stop my worrying and hit me on
the head and said, "See, I told you that I would take care of everything!"

December 10th, I walked into the narthex to find my Giving Tree completely bare! Not one star remained on the
tree. At first I was elated and then that little devil started taking over. Maybe it was a prank, did kids take them? I
have never had that happen before, what should I do? Could someone be that generous? Later that day, I discov-
ered that a couple generously took all of the stars and filled them. They had been blessed and wanted to bless oth-
ers. I actually had to call Tim & Connie Daenzer and tell them they were laid off this year from doing my shopping!
The next day a young woman called to say she was dropping off a check. Expecting a small check, (which is still nice
and very needed), I carried around the envelope half of the day and didn't open it. When I finally decided to open it,
I almost dropped to my knees in praise and thanksgiving and a little shock! I had to look at it a couple of times to
make sure I was seeing it correctly and there was God again saying, "See, I have you covered." The next night at
soup suppers, I received another large check and throughout the month the donations kept coming in. It is amazing
how God uses His people to keep reminding us of trust.

I enjoy doing the Giving Tree, I NEED to do the Giving Tree, it helps bolster my faith. At a very busy time of year, I
need this to remind me of how great our Lord and Savior and His people are and I thank God for each and every one
of you.

Whether you gave a large donation, a small donation, cookies, grocery bags, socks or offered up prayers, I thank
you. All gifts gathered will help to make CHRISTmas a little brighter for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We helped 22 families, which included 73 individuals. Each family not only receives gifts, but a family basket with
household supplies, along with a gas card and a grocery card. This year we also provided some food items and, of
course, a tin of homemade CHRISTmas cookies! For LCFS we delivered 19 new coats, several nice used coats, 25 sets
of sheets, 18 boxes of candy, 161 pair of socks, 142 pair of underwear, 9 t-shirts, 31 blankets & quilts, 1575 diapers,
2 boxes of wipes, 51 bath towels, 19 hand towels, 36 wash cloths, 79 dish towels, 70 dish cloths, 44 DVD's, and 46
games. These were all delivered by Carolyn and Willard Petzold. It was a tight squeeze in their van after we loaded
everything, but thankfully we didn't have to strap one of them on the roof!

St Paul members, I thank you and I am very proud of you and your giving spirit. May God richly bless you in the com-
ing year. Humbly, Betty Deornellas

"You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people, but
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.....And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!" 2 Corinthians
9:11,12,14&15

We often report the struggling state of our deficit. November was an ex-
ample of what we can do to allow God to work through our gifts. Our gen- lW%
eral fund giving for the month of November was approximately
$15,000 more than our expenses. If we continue to allow God to use our
gifts at this rate, our over $110,000 debt would be gone, and we would be

serving Him out of gifts we have on hand. Please prayerfully consider this
when we examine what gifts we give.

Carryover Deficit 10/31/12 (132,500.27) Revised difference of +467.77
November General Fund Income 109,677.87
General Fund Expenses 94,894.47
Balance 14,783.40
Ongoing Deficit to Date (Includes Line of Credit Balance Due) (117,716.87)
Building Fund 11,579.71
Missions (Budgeted & Non-Budgeted) 1,276.52
T.I.M. 1,152.50
VLHS 213.19
Boiler Fund 671.69
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( Welcome to the year 2013! What a better way to start the brand new year

, E.’ i than with our Lord and Savior! We begin our journey with hearts that are open

v and ready for God to lovingly lead us on His path through this year no matter
what it holds for each of us.

ould like to thank everyone that was able to assists us with this

Christmas services... from sewing to watching students in

your help and your prayers were definitely gifts to all of us.

Philippians 2:10

Here is a list of the up-coming school activities for January.

Jan. 2 school resumes

Jan. 6 Epiphany
Jan. 17 NO afternoon busses, P.T.L. Meeting at 7 p.m.
Jan. 18 % day of classes ~ end of the quarter dismisses at 11:10 a.m.
Jan. 21 No School ~ Teacher Conference

Jan. 27-
Feb. 1 National Lutheran Schools Week

Monday: Pajama/Weird Hair Day & Pancake Breakfast
Tuesday: Senior Citizen Dress-up Day, Hymn Sing & Read-Around Day
Wednesday: Prom/Princess & Princess Day & Chapel
Thursday:  Class Color Day & Wacky Olympics
Friday: USA Day & Movie Day
Sunday: Students sing at their choice of service

If there is a school delay or cancellation, we will be following Millington public schools. You will get these
notifications on any of the major television or radio stations in the area and through the School Reach phone
system of St. Paul.

Jﬁj Jehool Mygical Opportunities Aﬁj

Feb. 1 All Students for Lutheran Schools Week choice of service

Spar'Tcm Spor'Ts Our basketball season for boys and girls on the B-teams finished last month.
Congratulations to all the B-teams on seasons well played. Thank you to the coaches, fans and parents for all they
did for these children. A-Team basketball starts this month. The girls start the play followed by the boys. Come

and support the children as they use their God-given talents.

January  Girl's & Boy's A-team Basketball

Jan.17 with St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 23 at Peace, Saginaw 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 29 with St. Paul, Flint 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 30 at Bethlehem, Saginaw (boys ONLY) 4:30 p.m.

Check the school office or St. Paul website for additions or changes to the schedule.

We have many programs going on throughout the school year that earn money for St. Paul: Box-Tops for
Education, can tabs, Lays and Campbell soup labels, drink pouches, ink cartridges, SCRIP, Meijer and Kroger
programs as well as gift cards for Central Shop-Rite, Meijer and Marathon gas stations (Bo's is how a Marathon
station). We are no longer collecting Shop-Rite receipts, but do have gift cards that earn St. Paul 5%. See the
school office for more information.
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412 Youth Ministry January Events

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young but set ansexample
for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 1° Timothy 4:12

High School Ministry
Bible Study Series — Music in Ministry
- In this series, we will be watching/listening to some of the new and popular Christian songs and
Mainstream music that are out now, discussing the various themes and diving into God’s Word and
discussing how to apply these lessons to our lives.

Sunday, January 6" 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Night

Artist: Switchfoot

Song: Dark Horses
God can use us for great things, no matter what and especially when we feel insignificant. We will
discuss the ways to remember this for times when we need it most and when we don’t feel like it.

Sunday, January 13" 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Night

Artist: MercyMe

Song: To Whom It May Concern
How we can relate to our peers and help each other across the pits of life and seeking God in all we say
and do.

Sunday, January 20" 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Night

Artist: Fun

Song: Some Nights
Sometimes we think we know what we want in life, but when we get it we find it is not what we hoped
it would be. God gives us all that we need.

Sunday, January 27" 6:30-8:30pm

Youth Night

Artist: Neon Trees

Song: Everybody Talks
Lies and rumors are very damaging to people and relationships. Jesus says to speak the truth and to
follow Him is to rise from the mud hole and seek to speak words of love.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Talent Survey

Please take some time out and check any of the areas that you would be interested/have skills

Name

oo
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in and would like to help serve our church and school.

Please return for to either the Church or School office.

Audio/Video - CD Duplication

Audio/Video — Screen Tech (running

screen for Worship Services)
Audio/Video — Sound Board
Boards — Christian Education
Boards — Elders

Boards — Evangelism

Boards — Fellowship & Youth
Boards — Finance

Boards — Social Concerns
Boards — Stewardship

Boards — Trustees

Committee — Building
Committee — Historical
Committee — Memorials
Committee — Trust & Investment
Facility — Church Cleaning
Facility — School Cleaning
Facility — Electrical Repairs
Facility — Excavation

Facility — Planting Flowers
Facility — Weeding Flower Beds
Facility — Lawn Mowing

Facility — Plumbing Repairs
Facility — Snow Removal w/Plow
Facility — Snow Removal w/Shovel
Facility — Upkeep of Softball
Diamond

Contact # (home, cell)
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Ministry — Assisting/Visiting the
[1l/Shut-ins/Hospital Visits

Ministry — Children’s Babysitting
(A.1.C. classes, Zumba, Bible studies,
etc.)

Ministry — Bereavement & Follow-up
Ministry — Cards/Phone Calls
Ministry — Chancel Dramas/Plays
Ministry — Christian Care Committee
Ministry — Church Nursery

Ministry — Dorcas LWIM

Ministry — Family Ministry Event
Volunteer

Ministry — Funeral Luncheon Food
Preparation

Ministry — Funeral Luncheon Helper
Ministry — Prayer Chain

Ministry — Prison Ministry

Ministry — Providing transportation
to worship services

Ministry — Puppet Ministry

Ministry — Sonshine Club

Ministry — Small Group Bible Study
Leader

Ministry — Stephen Ministry
Ministry — Sunday School
Superintendent

Ministry — Sunday School Teacher
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Ministry — VBS - Coordinator
Ministry — VBS- Classroom Helper
Ministry — VBS — Crafts

Ministry — VBS — Kitchen Help
Ministry — VBS — Music Leader
Ministry — VBS - Snacks

Ministry — VBS — Teacher

Missions — Short Term Mission Trips
Music — Brass Ensemble

Music — Church Band

Music — Church Choir

Music — Handbells

Music — Praise Team

Music — Musicians

Music — Singing

Office Helper — Data Entry

Office Helper — Mailings

Office Helper — Putting together the
Monthly Newsletter

Office Helper — Putting together the
Church Bulletin

Office Helper — Typing

Publicity — Photographs at Church
and School Events

Servants — Altar Guild

Servants — Count Offerings after
Services
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Servants — Greeters

Servants — Sextons

Servants — Ushers

School — Assist in Classroom

School — Library

School — Athletics — Working
Concession Stand

School — Athletics — Working Gate @
Athletic Events

School — Athletics — Cleaning Up
after Athletic Events

School — Coaching — Boy’s Soccer
School — Coaching — Boy’s Basketball
School — Coaching — Boy’s Volleyball
School — Coaching — Girl’s Volleyball
School — Coaching — Girl’s Basketball
School — Coaching — Girl’s Soccer
School — Coaching — Cheerleading
School — Coaching — Track & Field
Youth — Soup Supper Food
Preparation

Youth — Soup Supper Kitchen Helper
Youth — Event Helper/Chaperone
(must be 20 years or older)

Youth — Provide Transportation to
Events
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SUN MON TUE WED THURS FRI SAT
**Notes* * 1 New Year's Day | 2 School Resumes | 3 4 5
9:45AM . 9-11AM Storyhour Py 7:30AM Men's Bible Study
Sunday School No Services .
Bible Stud _ 6:30 Worship Team 6:15PM Praise 8AM Zumba
ible Study Offices Closed B . . T
6:53PM Choir eam £%7:30PM Worship
7PM Council )
6 Epiphany 7 8 9 10 11 12
47 8:30AM Worship +C i 9-11AM Storyhour 9-11AM Storyhour St. Paul hosts 8AM Zumba
Church Choir / Breakfast Club ;
9AM-7PM S book
9:45AM New Member + 7PM Handbells 1-3PM Quilting 2:30PM Dorcas at MHS at 7AM crapbooking
Welcome / Servant 7PM Public School Planning Meeting Py 2-5PM Treasure Principle

Celebration
**9:45AM See Notes**

Confirmation

6:15PM Zumba

6:30 Worship Team

6:15PM Praise

6-9PM Treasure

Seminar

) . 7PM Stephen Team et X

St11am Worship Ministry Training 7:30PM AA == 6:53PM Choir Principle Seminar
Church Choir &7 .
Adult Confirmation %$7:30PM Worship +C
6:30PM Youth
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
4 8:30AM Worship / 9-11AM Storyhour 9-11AM Storyhour 2 Day School 8AM Zumba
Handbells <« 7PM Handbells 1-3PM Quit
Officer Installation - uiiting £ Messenger
7PM Stephen 6:15PM Praise Deadline

**09:45AM See Notes**

£ 11AM Worship+C
Handbells

6:30PM Youth

Ministry
Training/Supervision
7PM Public School
Confirmation

6:15PM Zumba
6:30PM Evangelism
7:30PM AA

6:30 Worship Team
#== 6:53PM Choir

Team

7PM PTL Meeting

10PM-8AM Jr. Hish Lock-In

437:30PM Worship

20

478:30AM Worship+C
Church Choir

21, No School

/
<4 7PM Handbells

22
9-11AM Storyhour

23
9-11 Storyhour

24

6PM Family Faith

25

26
8AM Zumba

**9:45AM See Notes™* 7PM Public School 1-3PM Quilting 6:30 Worship Team Night
& 11AI\;INCon|:§mporary Confirmation = 6:53PM Choir Py
oo 6:15PM Zumba - 6:15PM Praise
1:30PM October Baby Movie M_7F_’M Stephe_n 7:30AA 7:30PM Elders Team 4£17:30PM Worship +C
6:30PM Youth inistry Training :
7PM Trustees
27 28 < 7om 29 30 31
4 8:30AM Worship 9-11AM Storyhour 9-11AM Storyhour
9:30AM Christian Care 7Puasnfber:|s -
*¥Q:45AM See Notes** >tephen 1-3PM Quilting Py
Ministry

£11AM Contemporary
Worship+C
11AM-2:30PM Fish Fry
6:30PM Youth

Training/Supervision
7PM Public School
Confirmation

6:15PM Zumba
7:30PM AA

6:30 Worship Team
6:53PM Choir

6:15PM Praise

Team

Latheran Schoals Week
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