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“We are God’s servants, saved by grace, through faith,
commissioned to share the Word of Christ to all.”

B m, A Message from
¥ Q@astor Abatelli
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God's love is not drawn out by out lovableness,
but wells up like an artesian spring
from the depth of his nature.
John Henry Jowell

+ 4+ + + +

I was angry and upset. The more I thought about
this brother coming home, the more I was consumed by
rage. Wanting just a moment where I could shake some
sense into him.

How could he reject us like that? How could he
waste my father's wealth? How could he leave us? Now
the gall he had to come back home with nothing, after
all he did.

How could my father just let him go? I loved him
too. Why did he give so much to him? How could he
take him back after all that messed up kid did?

Did my father realize that I was in pain too? Frus-
trated in how he could blow the wealth my father gave
him. This boy deserved nothing back. I was by his side,
never left. I slaved day and night for him. I did every-
thing this father wanted.

I could not believe what this father did. He wel-
comed him home, ran to meet him, then acted as if this
boy never left him. He showed that every wrong turn,
every bridge burned was forgiven and gone. His return
brought me no joy, even though I knew it should have.
The injustice and pain filled me as this father threw
him a party. There was no way I would go after all he
did. His actions were inexcusable.

I withdrew from the party. I did not care that it
hurt this father or this brother. I found myself alone
in what I created for myself. I was filled with the
filth of resentment and ingratitude. It turned bitter in
my mouth. This was unfair, my heart ached out. How
could this father be so loving to that boy who turned
his back to me?

When this father came to me I gave him a few
choice words, for this son of his did all those wasteful
and painful actions. How could I welcome this boy
back? This father never let me have a party with my
friends! I never left his side!

Then, to my surprise, he said something I did not
expect. As I used words fo disassociate myself with
this father and boy, he called me son. Was I still a son
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to him? Would he welcome me back like my brother?
Is that how my father was, that he did not care what
happened to him? Was he loving, to the point that he
would face all hardships for us? Was that love he
had inside still there for me? Was it here for me
even when I turned my back on the love he showed to
my brother?

Yes, it was always there. Never leaving, and could
never be taken away.

+ 4+ + + +

Our loving Father in heaven is the same way. No
matter what reckless streak we have been on, no
matter how resentful we are for Him welcoming the
wanderers, His love remains.

Our God is a God that while we were still sinners
Christ died for us Rm. 5:8. Christ paid the price on the
cross so that He could see that face sin stole from
Him. To see that face He was missing so much to see.
He died and rose so that He could wrap His loving
arms around us. So that we could be welcomed back
to the place where we belong. For His love has never
left us.

That is how deep the Father's love is for us, for
we all are justified in Him because of who He is.




Spiritual News

Bible Studies

|

9:45AM | Sunday
Morning

Adult Bible Studies

Join us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall
before Bible Study begins.

Bible Study - Learning about the persecution of the
church and her response as shown in the book of Acts - led
by Pastor Bruner in the Library.

Adult Instruction Class - Led by Pastor Abatelli in the
Multi-Purpose Room beginning September 13th. If you, or
someone you know, are interested in becoming a member
of St. Paul, or would like to learn more about the Bible, the
world, suffering, right and wrong, forgiveness, and the pur-
pose for your life, join us to get answers and discover what
a relationship with Christ is about during our Adult Instruc-
tion Class “The Real Truth.” Please call the church office
871-4581 if interested.

The Story— The Greatest Story Ever Told
God goes to great lengths to rescue lost and hurting peo-
ple. That is what The Story is all about- the story of the
Bible, God’s great love affair with His children.

Our focus will be the New Testament. This class will begin
Sunday, September 13th at 10AM in the room across from
the 5th grade classroom. Copies of The Story will be avail-
able to anyone who may need one.

Everyone is invited to attend. A special invitation is extend-
ed to families with children in 5th grade and older. Special
family activities will be available to do at home.

Other Bible Studies

Daily Lectionary
Led by Pastor Bruner Wednesdays at 9AM

in the Council Room.

Heroes Men’s Bible Study
Led by Pastor Abatelli Tues., September 8th
at 7:30PM in the Library.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Sat., September 12th
Led by Ed White the first Saturday of each month at
7:30AM in the school library. Coffee and goodies will be
provided.

September Scripture Readings
September 6th
Isaiah 35:4-7a
James 2:1-10, 14-18
Mark 7:24-37

September 13th
Isaiah 50:4-10
James 3:1-12
Mark 9:14-29

September 20th
Jeremiah 11:18-20
James 3:13-4:10
Mark 9:30-37

September 27th
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
James 5:1-20
Mark 9:38-50

Sunday School

Sunday School for grade school children will
begin Sunday, Sept. 13". Children are invited to join
their friends Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45AM from
September through May. Teachers and helpers are
needed part time or full time. The lessons are pre-
pared, all we need are volunteers. Call the church of-
fice or Lori Osborn 989-205-9873. We will begin with
creation, come with your story of what God made for
you!

Bible Sale
The Concordia Publishing House Bible Sale is going on
now! If you would like to order a Lutheran Study Bible,
or others, please indicate on the order form on the
glass case in the narthex by Sun., Sept. 20", Payment
will be collected once we have all orders in and can de-
termine shipping costs.

Musical Opportunities

Anyone is welcome to join any of our
musical groups at any time!
Handbells
Mondays at 7PM
Church Choir
Wednesdays at 6:53PM

Praise Team
Thursdays at 6:15PM




Calendar of Events

AA Meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings every Tuesday from
7:30-8:30PM in the Council Room.

8th Grade Parent Meeting
Thurs., Sept. 3rd at 7:30PM In the 8th grade classroom.

This is a mandatory meeting for all 8th grade parents
and students regarding the St. Paul religion curriculum.
If you have questions, please call the church office or
Pastor Abatelli.

High School Youth Nights
Sundays from 6-8PM beginning Sept. 13th

I
I
All high school youth are invited - bring a friend or two! :
Watch for more details in the bulletin and on the I
*St. Paul Lutheran High School’ Facebook page. :

I

Quilting

Quilting will begin Tues., Sept. 15" in the Parish Hall
from 1-3PM. We are looking for volunteers of all ages —
no experience is needed! If you can tie a knot, you can
quilt with us. We also need help cutting material — this
could be done at home. Please continue to donate ma-
terial, thread and recycle sheets, blankets and jeans.
Questions, call Lori Osborn 989-205-9873.

Essential Oils
Thurs., Sept. 17th at 6:30PM
Everyone is invited to find out how to use essential oils to
live a life of wellness, purpose, and abundance. Ques-
tions? Call Jan at 989-475-2091.

“Christian Caregiving - A Way of Life”

Are you caring for elderly parents? Has your best friend
just lost his job? Are your adult children having marital
issues? Is your sibling struggling with financial prob-
lems? At a loss as to how to show your love and con-
cern? Then here is an opportunity to learn how to give
distinctively Christian caregiving to these precious people
in your life.

THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED to join the Stephen
Ministers as they complete an in-depth study of the book
"Christian Caregiving—A Way of Life,” by Dr. Kenneth
Haugk, founder of the Stephen Series system of lay car-
ing ministry. You do not need to read the book ahead of
time; copies will be available to follow along. We will
begin this study on Monday, September 14" at 7pm in
the 5" grade classroom. The session will last for no
more than 1 hour.

We will be making our way through this book on the
second Monday of each month (Oct. 12", Nov. 9“‘{ Dec.
14™, Jan. 11™, Feb. 8™, Mar. 14™, Apr. 11", May 9"). If
you have any questions, please feel free to call Paul
Schoenknecht at 989/871-2280.

Scrapbooking
Sat., Sept. 19th from 9AM-7PM in the Parish Hall.

Pre register $5.00 per person or $10.00 at the door.
R.S.V.P. in the school office 871-4581 or
school.office@spmill.org.

SCRAPBOOKING MAKES MEMORIES THAT LAST A LIFE-
TIME...JESUS MAKES MEMORIES THAT LAST FOREVER!

Storyhour
Free Storyhour for pre-school children will begin Tues.,
Sept. 15", We will meet from 9-11AM each week during
the school year. If you have a pre-schooler or know of
someone who does, let them know of this opportunity.
If questions, please call Lori Osborn 989-205-9873 or
just come in on Tuesday mornings.

September Meetings

Stewardship
Tues., Sept. 1st at 7PM

Council
Wed., Sept. 2nd at 7:30PM

Board of Education
Tues., Sept. 8th at 6:30PM

Social Concerns
Wed., Sept. 9th at 6:30PM

Trustees
Sun., Sept. 13th at 6PM

Stephen Ministry
Mon., Sept. 14th & 28th at 7PM

Dorcas
Tues., Sept. 15th at 6PM

Elders
Wed., Sept. 23rd at 7:30PM

Master Calendar Scheduling

With the start of the new school year coming soon, we
have many activities and sporting events happening.
Please remember - if you need to book the Parish Hall
or Activity Center for an event, practice, or meeting, you
need to check with the church office to be sure it is
available. We want to prevent conflicts from occurring.
Thank you!
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Memorials / Serve & Volunteer / Financial Report

Opportunities to Serve & Volunteer

Dorcas Lutheran Women in Mission

Hopefully you have had a good summer and it was busy.
Our bake sale went well. We had many bakers and people were
lined up to buy before we opened. God provided great weath-
er. What more could we ask?

Tues., Sept. 15th at 6PM will be our first meeting
this fall. It will be smorgasbord potluck and Secret Angel distri-
bution that night. We invite all women of St. Paul to come and
join in fellowship with us. We would be glad to have you.

Fall Festival

The Fall Festival is approaching fast! This year our festivities
are on Sat., October 3rd only! We are looking to make this a
fun-filled family event, but we do need your help. There are
several ways you can help: run a game, help in the concession
area, help with the horseshoe tournament, rent a vendor
booth, or just come and enjoy yourself. Our silent auction has
many items coming in already to be bid on. We will also be
offering flu shots in the school office from 10AM-1PM and Mich-
igan Blood will be here for a blood drive from 9AM-5PM. Please
help make this a great fundraiser for our school. You may con-
tact Matt or Angie Ayotte 989-882-9376 or the school office if
you can help make our festival a success.

Health Kits
Dorcas ladies will be collecting health kit items - anyone is wel-
come to help with this project. Collection box is in the cabinet
in the narthex. Needed: 1 deodorant, 7 toothpaste, 9 sham-
poo, 19 conditioner, 1 hand towel, 6 combs. Thank you for
your support and for your caring and generous hearts.

MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS
IN HONOR OF Clemens and LuRene IlI’s

Church Extension Fund
Do Well With Your Savings. Do Good
for the Church. Want to do well with your savings while it
does good for your church? Church Extension Fund offers com-
petitive great rates on their investments. Your investment
will make possible building loans to LCMS churches and
schools! Call 800-242-3944 or visit mi-cef.org for information.

50™ Wedding Anniversary
Choir Fund $100.00
IN MEMORY OF Cotton Matzke
General Fund $20.00
IN MEMORY OF Ruth Mohr
Evan Johnson Scholarship Fund $65.00
General Fund $100.00
IN MEMORY OF Paris Rogers
General Fund $250.00
IN MEMORY OF Glenda Lewis
General Fund $15.00
IN MEMORY OF Barbara Rude
General Fund $615.00
Building Fund $5.00
Altar Guild $5.00
Small Group Bible Study $20.00
bl
theranHour
Luther- an Min-
istries
“Worship for Shut-Ins”
September 6

"He Has Done Everything Well” - Mark 7:31-37

September 13
"Got Faith?” - Mark 9:14-27

September 20
"Do You Want to Be First?” - Mark 9:33-35

September 27
"God’s Salty Word” - Mark 9:42-50

+ [/ - For
$13,263.41

Monthly Financial Report for Congregation
General Church Account for Month Ending 7/31/15 - Tentative

Carryover Deficit as of 6/30/15
July General Fund Income
June General Fund E

+ / - for Month of July

Ongoing Deficit to Date

Current Fiscal

($157,014.18)
$95,837.42
82,574.01
$13,263.41
($143,750.77)

Year 2015/2016 through 7/31/15:

July Monthly Giving:
Building Fund (Direct giving, Memorials, etc.)
Missions (District, Non-District, Memorials)
T.I.M. (Direct giving plus mission %) $
VLHS (Direct giving plus mission %) $

$14,022.50
$ 1,256.34
780.40
222.97



tel:800-242-3944
http://www.mi-cef.org/

Daily Lectionary Calendar
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september Schedule

Acolytes
Sept
5 7:30PM Zac Yorke & Jeff
6 8:30AM Katherine Weber & Duane
6 11AM Jack Shreve & Jack
12 7:30PM Landon Kern & Jeremy
13 8:30AM Christian Kennedy & Eric
13 11AM Jenna Smith
19 7:30PM David Daenzer & Mason Lugg
20 8:30AM Asher Petzold & Jeremy
20 11AM Josh Blue & Timmy David ]
Greeters 26 7:30PM Ethan Hoard & Evan Gy
7:30PM 27 8:30AM Dustin & Sydney Bishop
Shell 27 11AM Abby Brown & Tim Lugg
y First Sunday
8:30AM Shirley Petzold,

Les & Diane Maxson, Ron & Olga Nims

LuAnn Licavoli, Wayne & Luanne Jaruzel

11:00AM
Second Saturday 7:30PM Bill Bleuer & Betty Bleuer
Second Sunday 8:30AM Ken & Kathy Il

11:00AM
Third Saturday 7:30PM Laura Sherman
Third Sunday 8:30AM Natalie Smith

11:00AM Rosie Horning, Dale & Pam Hanlin
Fourth Sunday 8:30AM

11:00AM Heather & Jason Jones
Fifth Sunday 8:30AM

11:00AM Steve & Nila Schmandt

Greeter Subs — Denise Miller (871-2675), Sherry Sebert (871-3084)

8:30AM Service
Captain — Dwight Keinath
Assistant — Michael Albert
Ken Auernhammer

Corey Harry

Mitchel III

Colin Meacham

Daniel Meacham

Jeremy Petzold

Luke Platt

Eugene Weiss

Bud Zeck

Mike Ziegler

Ushers - Team B
Mar., June, Sept., Dec.

11AM Service

Captain — Richard Harpst
Assistant — Jay Rodammer
Mike Hoard

Heath Keinath

John Petzold

Michael Rader

Mark Rude

Hans Schmandt

Michael Sherman

Rick Sherman

Randy Wolverton

Bryan Wilson Jr.

7:30PM Service
Captain — Jim Jaruzel
Don Bierlein

Church Sextons Mathew & Angela Ayotte
Ron & Ruth Mieske
Ed & Marcia Keinath

Ted & Katrina Wager
Rod & Nancy Wilson

Altar Guild Communion Set-Up
7:30PM - Diane Leach

8:30AM - Mary White

11AM - Bonnie Wittum
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September

Birthdays in our
St. Paul Family

Bryan Bassett 91 Kaleb Meier 9/9 Vonice Reed 9/21
Carly Ehrmantraut 91 McKenna Peche 9/9 Raymond Reinert 9/21
Grace Ehrmantraut 9/1 Darrell Smith 9/9 Dale Blue 9/22
Carrie Mallard 9/1 Jeffrey Draper 9/10 Lori Brueggemann 9/22
Jeremy McTaggart 91 Logan Figgins 9/10 Corey Daenzer 9/22
Breanna Michael 91 Marcus Jensen Sr. 9/10 Veronica Horning 9/22
Diane Blue 9/2 Alyssa Keinath 9/10 William Bretzloff 9/23
Tyler French 9/2 Michael McTaggart 9/10 Brook Husted 9/23
Cassandra Pappenfuss 9/2 Anthony Perez 9/10 Autumn Okorowski 9/23
Marvin Schreiber 9/2 Clyde Sergent 9/10 Ezra Ostrander 9/23
Katie Wiacek 9/2 Cal Smith 9/10 Thomas Devereaux 9/24
Gordon Laplow 9/3 Richard Wiacek 9/10 Danyel Dormire 9/24
Addison Pashby 9/3 Samantha Aguirre 9/11 Emma Hoard 9/24
Shirley Snyder 9/3 Nancy Fritz 9/11 Raymon Hoard 9/24
Benjamin Weber 9/3 Lana Glady 9/11 Kenneth McKee 9/24
Emily DeOrnellas 9/4 Kathy Kirby 9/11 Heather Petzold 9/24
Cody Higgins 9/4 Ronny Pavlicek 9/11 Sarah Schwab 9/24
Rhonda McGraw 9/4 Kristina Hibbard 9/12 Justin Allen 9/25
Ethan Murphy 9/4 Katelyn Kaschner 9/12 Beth Ehrmantraut 9/25
Janette Reinert 9/4 Barbara Kauer 9/12 Hailey ILL 9/25
Crystal Wates 9/4 Eric Farnsworth 9/13 Hannah ILL 9/25
Samantha Ayotte 9/5 Amy Hanlin 9/13 Brandy Bodeis 9/26
Mitchell Curtis 9/5 Hannah Keinath 9/13 Daniel Daenzer 9/26
Kristin Erdman 9/5 Gabriella Laplow 9/13 Diane MacKay 9/26
Stacie Farnsworth 9/5 Luann Licavoli 9/13 Bradley O’Hearn 9/26
Pamela Hanlin 9/5 Jason Wirsing 9/13 Stephan Paquette 9/26
Larry Henderson 9/5 Nicole Engelhart 9/14 Shye Ruppel 9/26
Luanne Jaruzel 9/5 Dianne Petzold 9/14 Michael Blue 9/27
Jennifer Mays 9/5 Pierce Force 9/15 Rose Draper 9/27
Gregory Mohr 9/5 Sterling Force 9/15 Heather Frahm 9/27
Marvin Rodemsky 9/5 Alan Petzold 9/15 Jaelynn Gross 9/27
Jeffrey Yorke 9/5 Janeen Witmer 9/15 Reese Inman 9/27
Clemens ILL 9/6 Jessica Harpst 9/16 Gail Lugg 9/27
Rebecca Meier 9/6 Cheyanne Isetts 9/16 Denise Sherman 9/27
John Nitz 9/6 Joshua Minnock 9/16 Duane Weber 9/27
Elaira Pashby 9/6 Deborah Porter 9/16 Kenneth Auernhammer  9/28
David Weber 9/6 Donnise Reinert 9/16 James Flach 9/28
Kaitlyn Woolwine 9/6 Susan ILL 9/17 Susan Flach 9/28
Todd Ames 9/7 Tracee Jones 9/17 Tammi Laplow 9/28
Caleb Beyette 9/7 Judith Pletcher 9/17 Kendall Leach 9/28
Katie Burleson 9/7 Nila Schmandt 9/17 Ryan Ramsey 9/28
Andrea Decker 9/7 Bobby White 9/17 Monica Russell 9/28
Bruce Edler 9/7 Clyde Pletcher 9/18 Shane Brandle 9/29
Eric Hutchinson 9/7 Tedd Burton 9/19 Nancy Coleman 9/29
Beth ILL 9/7 Ramona List 9/19 Sam Licavoli I 9/29
Mason Lyons 9/7 Steven Daniel 9/20 Bret Meier 9/29
Mariah Steepe 9/7 Denise Hoard 9/20 Nicholas Reyna 9/29
Nelson Watchpocket 9/7 Steven Kern 9/20 Andrea Cassidy 9/30
Alissa Anderson 9/8 Alden Rodammer 9/20 Amanda Hecht 9/30
Garrett Brady 9/8 Ronna Bearss 9/21 Christina Hiles 9/30
Marci Draper 9/8 Joan Benish 9/21 Jacob Holtsberry 9/30
Cody Goodhue 9/8 Arianna Casto 9/21 Krystal Hudie 9/30
Madison Jones 9/8 Darwin Hecht 9/21 Martha Jensen 9/30
Derrick Keinath 9/8 William Hoard 9/21 Arno Keinath 9/30
Austin Steepe 9/8 Kenneth Platt 9/21 Sharon Keinath 9/30
God's Richeat Dlcssings
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Jared Petzold
Jade Rodammer
Cynthia Titsworth

BAT 0~ 00D

9/30
9/30
9/30
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Your talent is

God’s gift to you.

What you do with it is
your gift back to God.

-Leo Buscaglia




