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A Message from Pastor  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“And [Christ] died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for 
him who died for them and was raised 
again” (2 Cor. 5:15).  

Jesus lived a perfect life, suffered and died in 
your place on the cross, and then rose back to 
life.   

How do you live for Jesus?  Members of St. 
Paul Lutheran are committed to sharing the 
Word of Christ to all.  How can you be 
equipped to do this?  How are you building 
others up and helping them grow in their 
knowledge of and love for Jesus?   

This is not intended to be a guilt trip.  It is an 
invitation to reflect once again on all that God 
has done for you and especially what He did 
through the life, death and resurrection of His 
only Son, Jesus.  Take some time to read 
through the Creed and the meanings provided 
by Martin Luther in the Small Catechism.  Dust 
off your copy at home or open up the hymnal 
when you come to church.  Each article of the 
Creed, expresses what God has done for us.   

Easter is the most powerful message we have 
to share.  Everyone will face the pain of 
death.  We grieve the death of friends and 
loved ones.  Many may fear their own death.  
Easter gives us such comfort and victory.   

Equip. Build. Grow. Together.  

Whenever you hear our theme, I hope it will 
inspire you to seek ways, through personal 
devotions and our various ministries at St. 
Paul, to become better equipped to share this 
message of God’s love and victory through 
Jesus with others.   

 

I look forward to sharing this message with 
you in the weeks of April and for the months 
and years to come.   

Remember – you matter to God and you 
matter to me, 

 

Pastor Jim Bruner 

“This is love:  not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.”  1 John 4:10-11   



Worship Times / Scripture / Faith on Fire 

Lutheran Ministries  
“Worship for Shut-Ins” 

Sundays at 11:30AM on  

TCT Net. (DirecTV 377) 

   Sundays at 11:30AM on WAQP 49 
 

The Lutheran Hour Radio 
1400 AM Sunday at 8:30AM  

Scripture Readings 
April 2nd 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Phil. 2:5-11 

John 12:12-19 
 

April 9th 
Acts 10:34-43/Jer. 31:1-6 

Col. 3:1-4 
Matt. 28:1-10 

 
April 16th 

Acts 5:29-42 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 

St. Paul  Worship Times 
 

Saturdays at 7PM, Sundays at 8:30 & 11AM 
Livestream at 11AM 

Bible Study/Sunday School  
Sundays at 9:45AM  

 

*Contemporary 1st & 3rd Sundays 
*Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays at 8:30AM 

2nd & 4th Sundays at 11AM &  
Sat. eve of that weekend 

*Matins 5th Sunday Weekend 
 

If you would like to be added to our email list, please 
go to stpaul-millington.org/subscribe.html. 

Church Office Hours 
Tuesday through Friday from 10AM-3PM 

 

Contact Information 
If you need to speak to one of the pastors or someone in the 
church office outside of office hours call 871-4581 #1 and 
leave a message or email church.office@spmill.org.  We will 
reply as soon as we can.  In case of emergency, call Pastor 
Bruner 989-233-1994 or Pastor Martinal 402-672-9817.  
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Children’s Bulletins 
Children’s Bulletin Drawing - If your child completes and 
turns in their children's bulletin in the marked box in the 
lobby, they are entered into a drawing for a gift to strengthen 
and encourage their faith. Once a month, one (1) bulletin will 
be drawn at random for the gift. Please include a name and 
contact information. Every week is another opportunity to en-
ter. This is a great way to encourage your child to participate in 
worship. 

April 23rd 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

1 Peter 1:17-25 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

April 30th 
Acts 2:42-47 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

 

   

 

 

 

Sundays at 9:45AM 
Preschool–Grade 2 Faith Spark: Discover 
Leaflets have interactive coloring and drawing 
activities. 

Grades 3-5 Faith Flare: Bible Guidebooks have 
colorful images to draw in students. 

Grades 6-8 Faith Ignite: Defend Journals have 
thought-provoking questions to encourage critical
-thinking skills. 

Grades 9-12 Faith Flame: More in-depth De-
fend Journals help students defend their faith to 
those who may challenge them. 

Adults Faith Blaze: Will study God’s Word in 
Pastor’s Bible Studies. 

We will also offer adult supervised toddler care in the 
nursery for children too young to attend the early 
childhood program.   

Coffee Hour between services in the Parish Hall. 
Grab a cup of coffee and a snack before heading 
to “Faith on Fire.”  Volunteers needed to keep 
Coffee Hour going.  Sign up in the Parish Hall. 

Special Thanks! 
We would like to thank everyone for their pray-
ers, cards, and especially, the hospital visit from 
Pastor Bruner during my recent surgery.   
-Jim & Jan Kribs  
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Upcoming Events / Meetings 

Upcoming Events 

Zumba  
Zumba Saturdays at 10AM in the Activity Center. 

$1 at the door! 

Meetings 

Social Concerns 
Tues., April 4th at 5:30PM 

Council 
Wed., April 5th at 6:30PM in the Library 

Stephen Ministry 
Mon., April 10th at 7PM in the Gathering Room 

Board of Education 
Tues., April 11th at 6PM in the School Office 

Voters’ Meeting 
Sun., April 16th at 1:30PM in the Church 

Dorcas Meeting 
Tues., April 18th at 6PM in the Parish Hall 

Elders 
Wed., April 26th at 7PM in the Gathering Room 

Men’s Bible Study 
Sat., April 1st at 8AM in the Library. 

Scrapbooking 
Sat., April 1st from 9AM-7PM in the Projects Room. 

$6.00 per person.  Bring a dish to pass.  
Call the school office to RSVP. 

Quilting 
Quilters: Tuesdays from 1-3PM in the Parish Hall.  No 
skills necessary.  Everyone is welcome.  Come and see 
how God can use you to help those in need.  See you 
there.  Remember – if school is closed for bad weather, 
there is no quilting.   
Spring Cleaning? Quilters are in need of your old flat 
sheets or large pieces of fabric, curtains, or tablecloths.  
Clean your linen closet and see what you can part with. 

Euchre 
Sat., April 8th from 4:30-6PM in the School Library. 

Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday (April 2) 

Sat. 7PM, Sun 8:30 with Communion & 11AM 

Maundy Thursday (April 6) 
7PM with Communion 

Good Friday (April 7) - 1:30PM 

Good Friday Tenebrae (April 7) - 7PM 

Easter (April 9) 
Sunrise at 6:30AM 

Easter Breakfast 7:30-10AM 
The breakfast is to help support our students attending 
Valley Lutheran High School.  Breakfast includes: Pan-
cakes, Egg Casseroles, Hash Browns, Sausage, Fruit Par-
faits, Pastries, Juice, Coffee, Milk.  

Easter Festival at 8:30 & 11AM with Communion 

Calendar/Door Scheduling 
If you need to book a room or 
the gym and need the doors 
unlocked for an event, practice, 
or meeting (or if your event is 
cancelled,) you need to call the 
church office at least a couple 
days in advance so the doors 
can be programmed.  We want to 
prevent conflicts from occurring.  

3-on-3 Basketball Tournament
Sat., April 15th beginning at 8AM in the Activity 
Center. Come shoot some hoops with us!  Get your team 
togeth-er and join us for a day of competition, 
fellowship, and fun.  Teams of 3 or 4 people ages 
5th grade through adult.  $20 per team, $1 for 
spectators.  Go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3-
on-3-basketball-tournament-tickets-568693055237?
aff=efbneb to sign up. 

Voters’ Meeting 
Sun., April 16th at 1:30PM in the church.  

Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Art & Music Fair 
**Date Change** Thurs., May 11th from 5-7PM

Artwork will be displayed throughout the building, music 
will be in the church, and new this year - appetizers 

served by the students in the Parish Hall! 
Come and see all the talent our students have to offer! 

Confirmation Rehearsal 
Secret Angel Luncheon 

**Date Change**Sun., April 30th 
8th Grade Confirmation Rehearsal immediately following 

the 11AM worship service.  Meet in in the church at noon. 
Luncheon following in the Parish Hall.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3-on-3-basketball-tournament-tickets-568693055237?aff=efbneb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3-on-3-basketball-tournament-tickets-568693055237?aff=efbneb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3-on-3-basketball-tournament-tickets-568693055237?aff=efbneb


   St. Paul Lutheran School  April 2023
St. Paul Lutheran School is committed to engaging students with a comprehensive education grounded in God’s Word to 

prepare them for a life in Christ.     

As our month begins, Lent continues but we look toward Easter and all the wonderful news that our 
risen Savior has for us all.  Let’s remember that as we see new life being renewed, warmer weather and 
plants begin to show their new growth we too need to be renewed and grow in the celebration of the risen 
Lord and live each day as His Easter people! Dear Lord, help us to show the joy and blessings we receive 
each day through Your Son, Jesus Christ!   Amen. 

Thank you to all that helped make Lutheran Schools Week a success in March!  Your help and 
especially your prayers and support are greatly appreciated! 

Here is a list of the up-coming school activities for the month of April. All these dates are subject 
to change:   

    Apr. 3        
    Apr.7-10 

 Apr. 11       
 Apr. 14 

      

 Apr. 21 

   Classes resume after Spring Break 
    No School: Easter Break: CHRIST is Risen, He’s risen indeed! Halleluiah!!!!     

  Classes resume after Easter 
    Spirit Day 
    6-8th grade Lock-in

    Apr. 23-28  7-8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip

School Musical Opportunities 
April 2     All Students (K-8)  Choice of service

  April 16   Joyful Noise        8:30 a.m. 

         Spartan Sports  
        Our basketball season for boys and girls on the C-teams has come to an end. Thank you to all who 
were able to be fans, parents, and coaches for a season of learning and growth. Now we start our Spring 
Sports schedules with boys & girls track. Please check the school website or Facebook page for updated 
information. 

    April 29  St. Michael’s Invitational in Reese at the High School 

We have many programs going on throughout the school year that earn money for St. Paul: Box-Tops 
for Education (upload the app), Our Family labels, can tabs, ink cartridges, Meijer and Kroger programs.  
See the school office for more information. 

He is risen…He is risen INDEED! 

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.   I Corinthians 10:31 



Daily Lectionary / Serve & Volunteer / Thank You 
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Area News 
Millington Arbela District Library Craft 
Night every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 
4:30-6PM.  Tweens through adult ages can 
participate in a different craft each week.  
Watch the Facebook page or go to milling-
tonlibrary.info for more details.  
 

Looking for something to do?  Family 
Nights at the Millington Arbela District Li-
brary on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
from 5:30-7:30PM.  Something fun for the 
whole family!   
 

Spring Handbell Concert Sun., April 16th 
at 4PM in the Valley Gym.  Free concert 
featuring bell choirs from Good Shepherd 
Saginaw, Immanuel Bay City, Resurrection 
Saginaw, St. Michael’s Richville, St. Paul 
Unionville, St. Peter Hemlock, Valley Lu-
theran High School Saginaw. 
 

St. Michael’s, Richville Bus Trip - Gen-
itti’s “Murder in the Court” April 25th. $70 
includes a 7 course meal.  Bus will leave 
from the Richville Church parking lot at 
9AM.  For tickets call Connie Keinath 989-
871-4125 or Nancy Schluckbier 989-529-
0320. 
 

Bus Trip Thurs., June 22nd.  $75.00 in-
cludes a visit to Ziibiwing Center of An-
ishinabe Culture & Lifestyles in Mt. Pleas-
ant, Chicken Dinner at Historical IVA’S in 
Sterling, MI, AuSable River Queen Paddle 
Wheel Excursion in Oscoda, MI.  For more 
information contact Connie Keinath 989-
414-9097 or Eileen Ziegler 810-247-9515. 

Opportunities to Serve, Volunteer, 
Donate 

 

Mission Lunches 
Anyone wishing to help prepare sack 
lunches to take to the mission are asked 
to come to the St. Paul kitchen on Fri., 
April 7th at 1:30PM.  Monetary donations 
are welcomed and needed for the lunches. 
Contact Paul Schoenknecht 871-2280 if 
you are willing to help.   
 

Live Stream Volunteers 
In need of new live stream volun-
teers! In order to continue this ministry, 
we desperately need some help. Live 
stream teams serve once a month. All 
training is provided. Please prayerfully con-
sider serving God and your church family 
in this way. Contact the church office if 
you are interested. 
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Laypower* 
     As of February 8, 2023, there are approximately 559 congregations and preaching stations in The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod that have pastoral vacancies. This means there is no pastor to carry on the work of Christ ’s urgent com-
mission in their established parish. . .not to mention the many more pastors and missionaries that could be utilized for 
the development of new mission fields throughout America and the world. Of those 559 congregations, 424 are looking 
for a sole pastor, 45 for a Senior pastor, and 90 for an assistant Pastor. 
     Whose fault is this? 
     The fault lies with us laymen. A good share of the problems of today’s church lie with us laymen. . .laymen who 
have forgotten that it is their church and that they must take an active, loving, concerned interest in its welfare. 
     You think laymen can’t accomplish much? You think laymen were meant to “pay and pray but have not much to 
say?” Wrong. 
     If laymen are exuding the proper influence in their own “little corner” of Christ’s Kingdom. . .the Church will be im-
measurably blessed and God will multiply their efforts to astounding proportions. 
     During the next 10 years, approximately 50 percent of our pastors will be eligible for retirement. Therefore, encour-
aging men to explore a church vocation is an ongoing activity, vital to the future of the LCMS in carrying out the Great 
Commission. 
     Confirmation classes, young adult groups, and other lay activities provide pastors and laymen with an opportunity to 
identify and encourage men to prayerfully consider serving our Lord in the pastoral ministry 
     LET ME TELL YOU a little story that shows what a simple act by one layman can bring to Christ’s church. 
     George was learning to be a cabinet-maker. His brother, however, saw in him the makings of a minister. He noticed 
how his brother would slip away to read and to study whenever he could. 
     The brother encouraged George to enter the ministry. It would not be easy. The family was poor. There was no stu-
dent aid. George listened to his brother and through his brother’s encouragement heard Christ’s call. 
     What happened? 
     Because of this layman brother’s encouragement, Christ’s Church thus far has been blessed with a total of 368 years 
of preaching and teaching service. . .that’s right 368 years! 
     George Ferber served as a pastor for 43 years. Those 43 years alone would have been rich enough a blessing to the 
church. 
     But there is more. 
     GEORGE FERBER HAD FOUR SONS. His son Waldemar has served the Lutheran mission to the deaf as a minister 
for 59 years. Another son, Gerhardt, has served the deaf mission as well as chaplaincies to the military and mentally ill 
for 53 years. Still another son, Alvin, has been active in the deaf ministry for 52 years. A fourth son, Hugo, has been a 
parish minster in Michigan’s Thumb area for 50 years. 
     Four sons. . .214 years of pastoral service to Christ’s kingdom! 
     But there is more. 
     George Ferber had three daughters as well. His daughter, Cordelia, has been a Lutheran parochial teacher for 55 
years, while her sister, Thusnelda, has been a parochial Lutheran teacher for 51 years. . .and a third sister, Erna, has—
in addition to her many years of dedicated lay service—served eight years with the Army-Navy Commission and in more 
recent years as an organist. 
     368 YEARS OF SERVICE to Christ’s Kingdom. . .a span of years stretching back a dozen years before the Pilgrims 
and Plymouth Rock. 
     . . .all because one layman encouraged a gifted brother. 
     The Church first and foremost is laymen! What a force for good would be unleashed if suddenly each of them took 
the importance of their role of “layman” seriously! 
 

* This article is a reprint of a September 1976 article in The Michigan Lutheran. It was written by Rudy Petzold. Only 
the number of vacancy congregations in Synod had been changed to reflect the current count as of February 2023. It 
also is in response to a resolution passed at the 2022 Michigan District Convention asking congregations to encourage 
young people to enter the teaching and pastoral ministry. A simple comment to a young person can go a long way to-
ward service in the church. 

Article by Rudy Petzold 





Memorials & Special Gifts 
In Memory of Fred Rodammer 
 General Fund  $20.00 
 
In Memory of Natalie Smith 
 General Fund  $20.00 
 
In Memory of Marvin Schreiber 
 General Fund  $25.00 
 
In Memory of Elaine Bickel 
 General Fund  $60.00 
 
In Memory of Nilah Berry 
 General Fund  $50.00 

Financial Summary / Memorials / Misc 

February 2023 Income & Expense Summary  

February General Fund Income: $82,107.68 

February General Fund Expenses: $103,800.64 

February  surplus (deficit)  $(21,692.96) 

Overall surplus (deficit) to date  $ (4,946.36) 

Gen Fund Checking Balance $456,522.47 

RESTRICTED Cash Accounts Summary**   

School Designated Accounts balance: $117,498.90 

Church Designated Accounts balance: $100,837.67 

All Memorials balance: $19,224.44 

** This money is RESTRICTED***  $237,561.01 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

Contributions to Grantparent Fund February $484.75 

Contributions to Facility/Property Impr. Fund-February $1,072.00 

The Time of Easter - Holy Week 
The week before Easter is called Holy Week.  Our Lenten preparation and re-
pentance deepens as we focus on the events of Jesus’ life from His entrance 
into Jerusalem until His death on the cross and burial in the garden tomb. 
 

Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week, commemorates the triumphal entry 
of Jesus into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11). Because the complete account of 
the Lord’s Passion from Matthew, Mark, or Luke is often read, this Sunday is 
also called the Sunday of the Passion. 
 

On Holy (Maundy) Thursday, the Church gives thanks to Jesus for the institu-
tion of His Supper.  This is a feast day, and the color used to decorate the 
church is white.  The Holy Thursday service closes with the stripping of the 
altar.  This reminds us of how our Lord stripped to the waist to wash His disci-
ples’ feet - and how He was stripped and beaten before His crucifixion. 
 

Good Friday is the most solemn of all days in the Christian Church; yet a note 
of joy remains, as the title of the day indicates.  On Good Friday, as we re-
member that on account of our sin the Lord was crucified and died, we give 
joyful thanks to God that all sin and God’s wrath over sin falls on Jesus and 
not on us, and that by His grace we receive the benefit of this most sacrificial 
act. 

During Holy Week, we worship our Lord, who gave His life for us. 
Matthew 26-27     Mark 14-15     Luke 22-23     John 18-19 

 

Holy Week Practices and Traditions 

 In many churches, the color for Holy Week continues to be violet.  In oth-
ers, the color is scarlet, a deep blood red.  Scarlet reminds us of Jesus’ 
blood shed as He suffered and died for our sins. 

 Many congregations read the Passion narrative during special midweek 
services of Lent.  But on each day of Holy Week, the whole story of the 
events leading to Jesus’ death and burial is read from a single Gospel. 

 While in Lent, we forego using the joyous Alleluia response, and we do 
not sing the Gloria in Excelsis.  In Holy Week, we go a step further as we 
give up singing the Gloria Patri - our joyous praise to the Trinity at the 
end of all the Psalms we use in worship.  Omitting these joyous words 
makes our worship even more reserved and somber. 

 Many churches observe Holy Week by gathering for special services 
throughout the week. 

Annual Report 
The 2022 Annual Report is available 
online.  Go to stpaul-millington.org, 
click on ‘More’ – ‘Church Business’ – 
‘Annual Report’.  If you would like a 
hard copy, call the church office. 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
There are many dates open to sign up 
for Altar Flowers.  The sign up sheet 
is hanging in the hallway between the 
church mailboxes. To sign up please 
write your name, phone number, and if 
center or side vases.  You are responsi-
ble for calling the florist of your choice 
and the church office with your bulletin 
article.  



April Birthdays - Happy Birthday!! 

David Reinert 1  

Amelia Wagner 1  

Alex Lee 1  

Jeffrey Kennard 1  

Hailey McPherson 1  

Bob Wager 2  

Keagan Butterfield 2  

William Bassett 2  

Kierrah Butterfield 2  

Bonnie Draper 2  

Erin Schwab 2  

Tobin Keinath 3  

Jack Reinert 3  

Angel Gorsuch 3  

Brendan Johnson 3  

Seth Mittler 4  

Janet Reinert 4  

Duane Switzer 4  

Harper Mills 4  

Martin Kujat 4  

Ethan Hoard 5  

Ryan Keinath 5  

Steven, Jr. Holmes 5  

Kelsi McAlister 5  

Jacob Myers 6  

Carlee Allard 6  

Jim Dues 6  

Beth Todd 6  

Therese Dobis 6  

Lisa Bentley 7  

Sharon Jensen 7  

David Ackerman 8  

Christina Detgen 8  

Matthew Johnston 8  

Mark Merriam 8  

Angie Ayotte 9  

Hunter Dennis 9  

Olivia Hibner 9  

Dylan Herrick 9  

Clinton Schwab 9  

Jenna Albrecht 10  

Dakota Bouck 10  

Brody Norman 10  

Anika Sykes 11  

Avery Mays 11  

Sheila Haynes 12  

Valerie Dennis 12  

Marla Coggins 12  

John Osborn 12  

Alexis France 12  

Sophia Gleason 13  

Eric Hoard 13  

Katy Sheppard 13  

Zachery White 14  

Fay Carmona 15  

Tamara Schultz 15  

Faith Stratton 15  

Shellie Watchpocket 15  

Jacob Adamic 15  

Donald Coleman 16  

Leah Denome 16  

Sidney Werner, Sr 16  

Ryan Goodhue 16  

Kolten O'Neil 17  

Sarah Thayer 17  

Armand Carmona 18  

Mandy Skinner 18  

Gavin Blue 18  

Sawyer Keinath 18  

Tamera Smith 18  

Virginia Reinert 19  

Bridgett Greenan 19  

Philip Erlenbeck 20  

Martin Powell 20  

Nicole Stiff 20  

Katrina Wager 20  

Leonard Ross 20  

Howard Wells 20  

Ian Stiff 21  

Angela Burton 21  

Bryan Horning 21  

Zi'Kaira Koch 21  

Kourtnei Petzold 21  

Shelley Shollack 22  

Jim Weber 22  

Bryan Bonadurer 22  

Matthew Greenan 22  

Timothy Jolly 22  

Pastor Jim Bruner 23  

Ruth Ann Petzold 23  

Brookelyn Finatri 23  

Alyssa Frahm 23  

MaKella Opperman 23  

Isaac Petzold 23  

Bette Chambal 24  

Heather Weber 24  

Noah Reinbold 24  

Joshua Torrey 24  

Bruce Harris 24  

Ellianna Simon 24  

Claire Erlenbeck 25  

Debbie Galant 25  

Joseph Johnson 25  

Delores Damm 26  

Morgaine Anderson 26  

Zachary Cunningham 26  

Amanda Hergenreder 26  

Owen Reinig 26  

Brian Rondo 27  

William Badgley 28  

John Petzold 28  

Madison ILL 28  

Stephanie Deavey 29  

Edwyn Maschke 29  

Nicholas Yorke 29  

Bradley Bonadurer 29  

Kyle Clark 30  

Reese Ehrhardt 30  

Diana Allard 30  

Terence Frixen 30  

Mason Ley 30  

Hudson Ruppel 30  

Cali Stadler- 30  
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