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A Message from Pastor  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I read an article about how we compare our-
selves to others.  The author said, she com-
pared herself to a person who is gentle, 
sweet, and nice to everyone.  She thought, 
“Why couldn’t I be more like her?”  She com-
pared herself to another person who is an 
amazing homemaker - grew her own garden, 
sewed her family clothes.  She thought, “I 
should be doing that.”  Then she came to the 
realization, “The more I focused on compar-
ing myself to other people, the more misera-
ble I became.” 
 
The truth is that God did not create us to be 
identical.  We are created to be the unique 
individual God intended.   
 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise 
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.” Psalm 139:13-14 
 
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.” Eph. 2:10 
 
1 Cor. 12:12, 18 describes all of us as part of 
a body designed with complementary func-
tions.  “The body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body…But in fact God 
has arranged the parts in the body, every one 
of them, just as he wanted them to be.”  We 
are not the same.  We are not supposed to all 
do the same thing.   
 
The seemingly impossible task is to love and 
value ourselves as God made us.  Perhaps the 
pursuit for success and destructive compari-
son comes from an insecurity in who we are 
in our own eyes.  I appreciate the truth be-
hind the observation by Dave Ramsey, “We 
buy things we don't need with money we 
don't have to impress people we don't 
like.”  Why do we work so hard, make sacri-

fices that harm us and the people we love and 
go into debt to impress people that we don’t 
even like?  Is it because we are in the trap of 
comparison, insecurity and self-hatred? 
 
The only necessary comparison is with 
Christ.  It reveals the truth about us, but more 
importantly it reveals the truth about Je-
sus.  We do NOT measure up to Jesus 
Christ.  “We fall short of the glory of God” 
Rom. 3:23 and yet here is what Jesus came to 
do for each of us.  “...God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this:  While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:8  God has 
justified and glorified us in Christ.  Our great 
God loves us for who He created us to be and 
who He re-created us to be.  “So from now on 
we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!”  2 Cor. 5:16-17   
 
Compared to Christ we don’t measure up, but 
GRACE takes care of our shortcomings and 
elevates us in God the Father’s eyes.  He 
wants us to see ourselves as his beloved chil-
dren.  “How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God!  And that is what we are!” 1 John 
3:1 
 
“The LORD your God is with you, He is mighty 
to save.  He will take great delight in you; He 
will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over 
you with singing.” Zeph. 3:17 
 
Take a new look at who you are in Jesus the 
risen Christ and live the life your Heavenly Fa-
ther wants for you. 
 
Remember - you matter to God and you mat-
ter to me, 
 
Rev. James R. Bruner 
1 John 4:10-11 



Worship Times / Ways to be In the Word 

Lutheran Ministries  
“Worship for Shut-Ins” 

Sundays at 11:30AM on  

TCT Net. (DirecTV 377) 

                   Sundays at 11:30AM on WAQP 49 
 

The Lutheran Hour Radio 
1400 AM Sunday at 8:30AM  

Scripture Readings 
April 5th 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jer. 31:1-6 
Col. 3:1-4 

Matt. 28:1-10 
 

April 12th 
Acts 5:29-42 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 

 

April 19th 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

1 Peter 1:17-25 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

April 26th 
Acts 2:42-47 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

Men’s Bible Study 
Sat., April 4th at 8AM in the Library.  

Next month: May 2nd 

Sundays at 10AM  

Preschool–Grade 1 
Faith Spark:  

Childcare Room 
Grades 2-6 Faith Flare: 

Projects Room  
Adults Faith Blaze:  

Parish Hall 
Adult Instruction Class: Library 

 

Coffee Hour between services in the Parish Hall. 
Grab a cup of coffee and a snack before heading to 
“Faith on Fire.”   

St. Paul  Worship Times 
 

Traditional Service - Saturdays at 7PM,  
Sundays at 8:30 (+ Livestream) 

 

Bible Study/Sunday School Sundays at 10AM  
 

SONshine Service – Sundays at 11AM 
 

*Praise Team 2nd, 3rd, & 5th  Sundays at 11AM 
*Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays at 8:30AM 
2nd & 4th Sundays at 11AM & the Sat. before 

*Matins 5th Sunday Weekend 
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 See How We are Living Out  
Our Mission Statement 

Goal:  Let others get encouragement from seeing 
how you are in the Word and sharing the 
Word.  There are many ways we can be in and 
share the Word.  Inspire others to be in the Word 
regularly and to be used by God.   
How:   
1. Write on a sticky note how you spend time in 
God’s Word.  Place it on the “Growing in the Word” 
side.  No name is necessary. 
2. Write on a separate sticky note how God is using 
you to share the Word by being the hands, feet and 
ears of Jesus in our world.  Place it on the “Sharing 
the Word of Christ” side. 
You can use multiple notes. We want to fill the 
board and celebrate it all! 

Jesus Christ Obituary 
Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth, died Friday on Mount Calvary, 
also known as Golgotha, the place of the skull. Betrayed by the 
apostle Judas, Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of 
the Ruler Pontius Pilate. The causes of death were crucifixion, 
extreme exhaustion, severe torture, and loss of blood.  
 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham was a member of the 
house of David. He was the Son of the late Joseph, a carpenter 
of Nazareth, and Mary, his devoted Mother. Jesus was born in 
a stable in the city of Bethlehem, Judea. He is survived by his 
mother Mary, his faithful Apostles, numerous disciples, and 
many other followers.  
 

Jesus was self educated and spent most of his adult life work-
ing as a Teacher. Jesus also occasionally worked as a Medical 
Doctor and it is reported that he healed many patients. Up until 
the time of his death, Jesus was teaching and sharing the good 
news, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry, 
and helping the poor.  
 

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about His Father's 
Kingdom and performing miracles, such as feeding over 5000 
people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, and healing 
a man who was born blind. On the day before His death, He 
held a Last Supper, celebrating the Passover Feast, at which He 
foretold His death.  
 

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was do-
nated by Joseph of Arimathea, a loyal friend of the family. By 
order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the 
Tomb. Roman Soldiers were put on guard. In lieu of flowers, 
the family has requested that everyone try to live as Jesus did 
and believe in Him. Donations may be sent to anyone in need. 



Meetings 
Council 

Wed., April 1st at 6:30PM in the Library 
 

Voters 
Sun., April 12th at 1:30PM in the Church 

 

Dorcas 
Tues., April 21st at 6PM 

 

Elders 
Wed. April 22nd at 7PM in the Gathering Room 

Upcoming Events 

Quilting 
 

Quilting 1-3PM in the Parish Hall. Newcomers are al-
ways welcome.  No skills necessary - we have some-
thing to do for everyone.  Come and see how God can 
use your talents to help those in need.    

We CAN start accepting old jeans and denim gar-
ments only for making quilts. Please, no other 
material - our closet is running over.  Thanks!  We will 
let you know when there is room for more. 

Scrapbooking 
Sat., April 18th from 9AM-7PM in the Projects Room. 

$6.00 per person.  Bring a dish to pass.  
Call the school office to RSVP. 

Young at Heart  
Thurs., April 16th at 1PM (Note the date change.)  All 
ages are invited to join us and build stronger relation-
ships with one another. We look forward to seeing each 
other again. 

Euchre  
Brought to you by the Evangelism/Fellowship Commit-
tee select Saturdays from 4:30-6:30PM in the Parish 
Hall.  Drinks and food provided. Join us April 11th (in the 
Library) & 25th, and May 16th. 
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The Great St. Paul Bake Off!   
Do you make the best cookies around?   

Is your cheesecake famous?   
Who makes a pie to die for?   

Let’s find out on Sat., April 11th from 4-7PM!   
 

Bring a dish to pass for a potluck.  There 
will also be samples and a dessert auc-
tion.   
 

Sign up to enter your dessert in the 
bake-off in the church or school office.  
Instructions for the contest are available 
in both offices or see Patti Martinal. 

Confirmation Rehearsal  
& Secret Angel Luncheon 

Sun., April 26th  
Rehearsal at noon in the church, Luncheon to follow. 

 

8th Grade Confirmation 
Sun., May 17th at 11AM 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Mystery Dinner  

presented by the St. Paul Drama Club 
Fri., May 29th 

Watch for Details! 

His Little Lambs Infant & Toddler Center  
is now open!   

Hours: 6AM-6PM  
Rates & Fees: $55 per day, $100 Registration Fee 
*Faith-Based, Nurturing Care *Experienced Staff 

*Limited Enrollment 
Call to join the waitlist: 989-871-4581 ext. 302. 

Area News 
Franconian Zone LWML Rally & Ingathering Sat., April 
18th at Trinity Lutheran, 9858 North St, Reese.  Registra-
tion/Breakfast 8:30am; Fee $10 * Bible Study * Speaker: 
Mrs. Pat Hambaum will talk about her past and recent 
mission trips to Taiwan * Ingathering: Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace * Please bring NEW twin-size comforters, sheets, 
mattress protectors, and pillows.  Character bedding high-
ly requested! 

Valley Lutheran News 
Saginaw Valley Antique Society Spring Antique 
Show at Valley Lutheran on Sat., April 18 from 9am-4PM. 
$5 admission provides access to 40+ vendors and 2 free 
verbal appraisals (available between 10AM-2PM).  A bake 
sale and lunch will be available, sponsored by VLHS. 
 

VLHS Drama Department’s Spring Production, Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”, April 30, May 1 & 2 at 
VLHS. Tickets will be available in the school office the 
week of the play or with limited availability at the door. 

It’s Time to Create a  
New St. Paul Family Album  

We need your help to make a complete church family 
directory.  Just pick a time to have a free family picture 
taken.  Times are every 15 minutes.  You will then have 
the option to purchase prints of your choice.  Sign-up 
sheets will be on the glass case in the narthex.              

Picture Dates: April 26th - 9AM-3PM 
April 27th-30th – 5-8PM 

May 17th – 10:30AM-3PM 
May 18th-21st – 5-8PM 



St. Paul Lutheran School     April 2026 
St. Paul Lutheran School is committed to engaging students with a comprehensive education grounded in God’s Word to 

prepare them for a life in Christ.     
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  Psalm 98:4 

As April begins, spring, Holy Week, the resurrection of our Lord and the 4th quarter of the school 
year all take place. Our offerings for this quarter will be going to a group called Sleep in Heavenly Peace. 
New Quarter Clubs begin as we return to classes as well. 

Here is a list of the up-coming school activities for the month of April. All these dates are subject 
to change:   

 Apr. 7                 Classes resume 
 Apr. 10       Donuts & Grown-ups   8:15-9 a.m./ Spirit Day 
 Apr. 26               8th grade Confirmation – Secret Angel Reveal & Luncheon 
 Apr. 28- May 1    7-8th Grade Kentucky Trip 
                       

School Musical Opportunities 
                              April 19                Preschool Choir      11 a.m.                                     

 
         Spartan Spring Sports   
        Our basketball season for boys and girls on the C-teams has come to an end. Thank you to all who 
were able to be fans, parents, and coaches for a season of learning and growth. Now we start our Spring 
Sports with track. Please check the school website or Facebook page for updated information. 
     

TRACK- April 25  St. Michael’s Invitational at Valley Lutheran High School 
  

We have many programs going on throughout the school year that earn money for St. Paul: Box-Tops 
for Education (upload the app), can tabs, ink cartridges, Meijer and Kroger programs.  See the school office 
for more information. 

As our month ends, we have the celebration of Easter, and we remember all the wonderful news that 
our risen Savior has for us all.  Let’s remember that as we see new life being renewed, warmer weather 
and plants begin to show their new growth we too need to be renewed and grow in the celebration of the 
risen Lord, living each day as His Easter people! Dear Lord, help us to show the joy and blessings we receive 
each day through Your Son, Jesus Christ!   Amen. 

                                            Remember… 
He is risen…He is risen INDEED! 

	
 

✞ Make A Joyful Noise to the Lord! ✞	
Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.                          I Corinthians 10:31 
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Opportunities to Serve & Volunteer  

Many Serving Opportunities 
Screen Techs, Acolytes,  Live Stream 
Techs, and Altar Guild, Sextons are just a 
few.  Every one of these jobs only requires a 
little more than an hour of your time on a ro-
tating basis. Training is provided.  Think about 
it and let us know how you can help.  Please 
call the church office with any questions, or to 
be trained and added to the schedule.   
Thank you. 

Special Thanks! 
A big thank you to everyone who expressed 
sympathy, sent flowers and cards, or came to the 
showing or funeral for the loss of Rod’s dad this 
past week.  Also, thank you to Dorcas for the awe-
some meal.  You are all appreciated!   
-Rod & Nancy Wilson 
 

Our Infant and Toddler Room  
is officially open! 

We would like to thank our congregation for your 
incredible support. From painting and cleaning to 
generous donations, this would not have been 
possible without you. Your willingness to serve 
and support this project has helped bring this vi-
sion to life.  It is our prayer that through this pro-
gram we will be able to share the love and Word 
of Christ with even more families, continuing the 
mission of our church and school.  If anyone 
would like to see the new room, please feel free to 
stop by for a tour after church.  Thank you again 
for your continued prayers and support. 
— St. Paul Board of Christian Education 

Opportunities to Serve, Volunteer and Donate 
 

His Little Lambs Infant and Toddler room is looking for indi-
vidual to inspire the love of books. If you are interested you can 
use the link below to donate to our Scholastic Campaign or do-
nating money to supplement age appropriate books from Ama-
zon. Please have checks made out to St Paul. All your support no 
matter the amount is appreciated. 
 

The Lions Club is once again collecting old glasses.  A drop off 
box is on the wooden cabinet outside the church office. 
 

We are collecting Health Kit items for the Women’s Shelter. 
Please continue to donate the following needed items: Chapstick, 
hand towels,  combs, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, condition-
er, feminine pads, Tylenol, Band-aids, creams, and cleaning sup-
plies.  Items can be placed in the wooden cabinet in the narthex. 
 

If you want to donate to one of the special funds supported by 
St. Paul, we have envelopes on the wall in the hallway next to 
the sanctuary. Donations can then be placed in the offering box. 
 

Board of Social Concerns is collecting books all year for our 
used book sale.  Place books in the bin outside the church office. 
 

Mission Lunch Prep Fri., April 10th at 12:30PM in the School 
Kitchen. All are welcome to help prepare the lunches which are 
delivered to the Saginaw Rescue Mission.  Monetary donations 
are welcomed and needed for the lunches. Contact Paul 
Schoenknecht 871-2280 if you are willing to help.  If at any 
time you want to bake cookies, just put them in the freezer 
in kitchen storage and label them “Rescue Mission.”  

April  Acolytes 

2 7PM Kamdyn R 

3 1:30PM Grace H 

3 7PM Claire E 

5 6:30AM   

5 8:30AM Max P 

5 11AM Rylie M 

11 7PM Kamdyn R 

12 8:30AM Amelia E 

12 11AM Emmitt S 

18 7PM Claire E 

19 8:30AM Reilly S 

19 11AM Rylie M 

25 7PM   

26 8:30AM Grace H 

26 11AM Avery & Austin 

April Screen Techs 

2 7PM Brielle B 

3 1:30PM Alexis F 

3 7PM Grace E 

5 6:30AM   

5 8:30AM Tobin K 

5 11AM Kara K 

11 7PM   

12 8:30AM Jaxson M 

12 11AM Rylie M 

18 7PM Grace E 

19 8:30AM   

19 11AM Peyton W 

25 7PM   

26 8:30AM Abby S 

26 11AM Brielle B 



Memorials & Special Gifts 
 

In Memory of Debbie Hiles 
 $25.00 General Fund 
 $20.00 Trust & Investment 
 

In Memory of Lonnie Kester 
 $20.00 General Fund 
 

In Memory of Mildred Keinath 
 $225.00 General Fund 
 $30.00 School Fund 
 $1,835.00 Memorials Undesignated 
 $20.00 Facility & Property Improvement 
 $60.00 Trust & Investment 
 

In Memory of Ken Wilson 
 $25.00 General Fund 
 $80.00 Memorials Undesignated 
 $20.00 Trust & Investment 

Daily Lectionary / Financial / Memorials 

Church Extension Fund 
CEF Extension Plus is an easy-access savings vehi-
cle from Church Extension Fund. Continue to sup-
port the ministry of CEF in providing “space and 
place” for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and be able to access your investment via a 
checkbook or Debit Card. Plus ministry work-
ers receive a preferred interest rate! For more in-
formation, contact Diane Ackerman at 989-871-
4056 or call CEF at 800-242-3944.  
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February 2026 Revenue & Expenditure Summary   

February General Fund Revenues $81,148.74 

February General Fund Expenditures: $124,359.94 

February surplus (deficit) $(43,211.20) 

2026 surplus (deficit) YTD $(64,193.80) 

Gen Fund Balance $276,380.53 

    

CEF loan balance-Property & Facilities Impr. $181,922.69 

    

RESTRICTED Cash Accounts Summary   

School Designated Accounts balance: $129,331.17 

Facility & Property Improvements Fund:  $33,548.96  

Other Church Designated Accounts balance:  $42,692.29 

All Memorials balance: $22,343.97 

** This money is RESTRICTED** $227,916.39 

    

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   

Contributions to Grantparent Fund  $675.00 

Contributions to Facility/Property Impr. Fund $4,923.25 

Lent supper-Social concerns $732.69 



April Birthdays 

David Reinert 1  

Amelia Wagner 1  

Alex Lee 1  

Jeffrey Kennard 1  

Hailey McPherson 1  

Bob Wager 2  

Keagan Butterfield 2  

William Bassett 2  

Kierrah Butterfield 2  

Bonnie Draper 2  

Erin Schwab 2  

Tobin Keinath 3  

Jack Reinert 3  

Angel Gorsuch 3  

Brendan Johnson 3  

William Millington 3  

Seth Mittler 4  

Janet Reinert 4  

Duane Switzer 4  

Harper Mills 4  

Martin Kujat 4  

Ethan Hoard 5  

Ryan Keinath 5  

Steven, Jr. Holmes 5  

Kelsi McAlister 5  

Kimberly Phelps 5  

Jacob Myers 6  

Carlee Allard 6  

Jim Dues 6  

Beth Todd 6  

Therese Dobis 6  

Lisa Bentley 7  

Sharon Jensen 7  

David Ackerman 8  

Matthew Johnston 8  

Mark Merriam 8  

Angie Ayotte 9  

Hunter Dennis 9  

Olivia Hibner 9  

Dylan Herrick 9  

Clinton Schwab 9  

Jenna Albrecht 10  

Dakota Bouck 10  

Brody Norman 10  

Anika Sykes 11  

Avery Mays 11  

Sheila Haynes 12  

Valerie Dennis 12  

Marla Coggins 12  

John Osborn 12  

Alexis France 12  

Kayden Stratton 12  

Sophia Gleason 13  

Eric Hoard 13  

Zachery White 14  

Noah Laude 14  

Fay Carmona 15  

Tamara Schultz 15  

Faith Stratton 15  

Shellie Watchpocket 15  

Jacob Adamic 15  

Donald Coleman 16  

Leah Denome 16  

Sidney Werner, Sr 16  

Ryan Goodhue 16  

Kolten O'Neil 17  

Sarah Thayer 17  

Armand Carmona 18  

Mandy Shimmel 18  

Gavin Blue 18  

Sawyer Keinath 18  

Tamera Smith 18  

Virginia Reinert 19  

Bridgett Greenan 19  

Philip Erlenbeck 20  

Nicole Stiff 20  

Howard Wells 20  

Wesley Bakewell 20  

Ian Stiff 21  

Angela Burton 21  

Bryan Horning 21  

Zi'Kaira Koch 21  

Kourtnei Petzold 21  

Shelley Shollack 22  

Jim Weber 22  

Bryan Bonadurer 22  

Timothy Jolly 22  

Pastor Jim Bruner 23  

Ruth Ann Petzold 23  

Brookelyn Finatri 23  

Alyssa Frahm 23  

MaKella Opperman 23  

Isaac Petzold 23  

Owen Vollweiler 23  

Brookelyn Finatri 23  

Bette Chambal 24  

Heather Weber 24  

Noah Reinbold 24  

Joshua Torrey 24  

Bruce Harris 24  

Ellianna Simon 24  

Donna Ruppert 24  

Claire Erlenbeck 25  

Debbie Galant 25  

Joseph Johnson 25  

Delores Damm 26  

Morgaine Anderson 26  

Zachary Cunningham 26  

Amanda Hergenreder 26  

Brian Rondo 27  

William Badgley 28  

John Petzold 28  

Madison ILL 28  

Stephanie Deavey 29  

Edwyn Maschke 29  

Nicholas Yorke 29  

Bradley Bonadurer 29  

Kyle Clark 30  

Reese Ehrhardt 30  

Diana Allard 30  

Terence Frixen 30  

Mason Ley 30  

Hudson Ruppel 30  

Cali 
Stadler-
Anderson 30  
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