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A Message from Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let me tell you about someone who was ex-
tremely grateful for an unusual gift.

Our church was contacted by a past student
about a specific cookbook that we once pro-
duced as a church family. The short version
of the story is that a member was able to pro-
vide one of these cookbooks to be given to
the individual who requested it. I was asked
to drop it off since I was going to be travel-
ling near this person’s home. I did not know
this person, so it was understandable that I
saw a cautious face after I knocked on the
door. The woman opened the door and
stepped outside her home onto the
porch. She was not letting this stranger into
her home. I introduced myself and said I was
from St. Paul. I began to explain why I was
there as I pulled the cookbook out of a large
padded envelope. When she saw the cook-
book, she nearly broke down in tears of
joy. I was surprised by such an emotional
response, so I asked why. She explained that
she had her mother’s cookbook, but her sister
wanted it. The cookbook I delivered allowed
them both to have a copy of something their
mother had used so often. Holding the cook-
book tightly to her chest, she then quickly
shared how she had so many good memories
from her time at our school and the teachers
that meant the most to her. She named sev-
eral by name without hesitation. Tears of
gratitude leaked from the corners of her
eyes. These teachers had been so kind and
loving to her and her siblings. She shared
that not everything had been perfect at St.
Paul when she was a student, but that she
knew these teachers loved Jesus and they
helped share Jesus with her. The gratitude
for those years spent at St. Paul was evident
Py her voice and the look of peace on her
ace.

How grateful are you? I am writing this as
we finish up our Thanksgiving season in No-
vember. That question applies to December
as well, because there will be many gifts giv-
en and received during this month.

How grateful would you be for a specific object
because it reminds you of special people or
events in your past? As you go through this
month, I encourage you to take time to reflect
on the special people and events that remind
you of the love God has for you. I also hope
that you will have a grateful heart for both the
book (the Bible) God delivered to us and the
gift of Jesus as our Savior. You and I have
tried many of our own recipes in life. Some
have produced good results, but others have
turned out leaving a bad taste. God replaces
the “bad recipes” of sin and provides the sweet
Gospel of forgiveness. As we approach Christ-
mas, use Advent and the Christmas season to
guide you to remember all the gifts God has
given you. I pray that your gratitude to God
will be heartfelt and abundant. Just a remind-
er, there will be many opportunities provided
this month to gather with your church family to
praise God for these blessings. Invite some-
one to join you in the real reason for this sea-
son.

Remember - You matter to God and you mat-
ter to me,

Pastor Jim Bruner

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that
He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God

so loved us, we also ought to love one anoth-
er.” 1John 4:10-11
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The December Messenger is sponsored in celebration
of Matt Ayotte on his 50th birthday,
from Angie, Dani, Paige, Mom & Dad.




Worship Times / Ways to be In the Word

St. Paul Worship Times

Traditional Service - Saturdays at 7PM,
Sundays at 8:30 (+ Livestream)

Bible Study/Sunday School Sundays at 10AM

SONshine Service — Sundays at 11AM

*Praise Team 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays at 11AM
*Communion 15t & 3rd Sundays at 8:30AM
ond & 4th Suyndays at 11AM & the Sat. before

*Matins 5th Sunday Weekend

Sundays at 10AM
Preschool—Grade 1
Faith Spark:

Childcare Room

Grades 2-6 Faith Flare:
Projects Room

FAITH
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Adult Instruction Class: Library

Coffee Hour between services in the Parish Hall.
Grab a cup of coffee and a snack before heading to
“Faith on Fire.”

Scripture Readings
Dec. 7th
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Dec. 14th
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-11

Matthew 11:2-15

Dec. 21st
Isaiah 7:10-17
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 28th
Isaiah 63:7-14
Galatians 4:4-7
Matthew 2:13-23

Men’s Bible Study
Sat., December 6th at 8AM
in the Library.

Next month:
January 3rd

Meetings

Council
Wed., Dec. 3rd at 7:30PM in the Library

Voters
Sun., Dec. 14th at 1:30PM

Dorcas
Tues., Dec. 16th at 6PM

Elders
TBA

Poinsettias
Something new this year — Since there are so many peo-
ple with needs, this year instead of purchasing poinsettias
for the altar, we invite you to share your love for Jesus by
showing your love for others. There are many opportunities
here at St. Paul and in the surrounding communities. If you
prefer to have a poinsettia on the altar, you may purchase

on your own and bring it to the office or the narthex.

Proven, Dedicated, Focused
Church Extension Fund has proven investment products
with measurable results. Since 1901, through dedicated
Christian financial management, CEF is focused on funding
the needs of Michigan District congregations. For more in-
formation, contact Diane Ackerman at 989-871-4056 or call
800-242-3944.

Advent Devotion Books
Advent Books are on the table in the narthex. We also have
large print available.

Bulletin Sponsors

We are looking for businesses to sponsor the bulletins
for 2026. If you or someone you know would like to spon-
sor, call the church office. The cost is $150.00 and your
business will be added to the bulletin for the year.

Lutheran Ministries
\gz, “Worship for Shut-Ins”
WORSHIP Sundays at 11:30AM on
ANEW TCT Net. (DirecTV 377)

Sundays at 11:30AM on WAQP 49

The Lutheran Hour Radio
1400 AM Sunday at 8:30AM

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. * Millington, M| 48746 ¢ 989-871-4581




Upcoming Events

Quilting

Upcoming quilting dates: Dec. 2, 9, & 16. No quilting
on Dec. 23 & 30 for Christmas break. Quilting 1-3PM in
the Parish Hall. Newcomers are always welcome. No
skills necessary - we have something to do for every-
one. Come and see how God can use your talents to
help those in need.

We CAN start accepting old jeans and denim gar-
ments only for making quilts. Please, no other
material - our closet is running over. Thanks! We will
let you know when there is room for more.

Chapel
Hello St. Paul families, We warmly invite you to join us
each Wednesday for chapel in the sanctuary as our
school gathers to worship together and “Make a joyful
noise to the Lord” Psalm 98:4.

Chapel for 1st-8th Grade is Wednesdays at 8AM
Pre-K/K Chapel is at 8:45AM (short, age-appropriate)

A few helpful notes: families and congregation mem-
bers are welcome to attend one or both services. Please
stop by the school office to sign in when you arrive.
You're welcome to sit in the general seating area in the
sanctuary. If you have prayer requests, feel free to
share them with your child’s teacher or the office; we'd
be honored to include them. We are grateful for these
opportunities to gather as one family in Christ each
week. We hope you'll join us this Wednesday!

Toys and Joys
Sat., Dec. 6th
10AM-2PM in the Parish Hall
This is for families who need a little help, love and joy
this CHRISTmas season. All are welcome to attend. We
shop throughout the year to find items at a discounted
price to pass on that savings to families who may be
struggling. If you are able to share a little joy, we are
collecting NEW toys, books, teenager gifts, monetary
donations, etc. Bring your donations in by Fri., Dec. 5th.
Boxes will be in the narthex and outside the offices.

Special Services 2025

Christmas Choir Concert:
Sun., Dec. 7th - 4PM
Songs of Praise Dinner following
Meatballs, Ham, Mashed Potatoes & more.
Proceeds will go toward the new Infant
Childcare room.

Advent Services - 6:30PM
Dinner at 5PM
‘Wed., Dec. 3vrd - Free Spirit
Available to host a dinner

‘Wed., Dec. 10th - Pre-K
Dinner hosted by Kitchen Staff

Wed., Dec. 17th - Joyful Noise
Christmas Hymn Sing
Pasta Dinner hosted by 7th/8th Grades

Children’s Christmas Services
Sun., Dec. 21st - 4PM

Christmas Eve Services:
Sun., Dec. 24th
Candlelight - 9PM

Christmas Day Service:
10AM +Communion

New VYear’s Day

10AM +Communion

Young at Heart
Thurs., Dec. 11th at 1PM and every 2™ Thursday of the

month. All ages are invited to join us and build stronger
relationships with one another. We look forward to see-
ing each other again.

Voters’ Meeting
Sun. Dec. 14th at 1:30PM in the Church.

Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Save the Date!

PTL Talent & Treasure Carnival
February 6, 2026 at 4PM

PTL is presenting the Talent &
Treasure Carnival. There will be
talent, treasures made by our
students and yummy carnival
foods. We are looking for you
to mark your calendars, to bring
donations for the auction, to
volunteer to help, and your wonderful talent. Thank you
for supporting our school through PTL. Your generosity
helps our students thrive, learn, and grow. If questions,
please contact Patti Martinal or Jessica Spencer.




St. Paul Lutheran School ecember 2025

St. Paul Lutheran School is committed to engaging students with a
comprehensive education grounded in God’s Word to prepare them for a
life in Christ.

As we begin December, let's prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of our
Lord; not only His first coming as a baby but also for His second coming when He

shall reign forever!

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Was Born

Important December Dates

Dec. 3 Advent Service 1 & Book Fair

Dec. 34&7 Book Fair

Dec. 5 % day of classes with bussing, dismissal at 11:15 a.m., Spirit Day
Dec. 7 Church/ School Christmas Concert @ 4 p.m.

Dec. 10 Advent Service 2/ Preschool CHRIS Tmas

Dec. 12 Gingerbread House competition & CHRISTmas Movie night
Dec. 17 Advent Service 3

Dec. 19 Last Day of classes

Dec. 20 - Jan. 4 NO SCHOOL ~ CHRISTmas Vacation

Dec. 21 K-8 CHRISTmas Service

If there is a school delay or cancellation, notifications are on any of the major television/radio stations
and through our school notification system.

(@ '»5$choo] Mugical Opportunitics ‘E:

Dec. 3 Free Spirit 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 Church Christmas Concert: all school choirs, Band 4:00 p.m.
Dec. 10 Advent/ Preschool CHRISTmas Service 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 Joyful Noise 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 21 K-8 grade CHRISTmas Service 4:00 p.m.

Spartan Sports Our basketball season for boys and girls on the B-teams finishes up this month. The
boys start play followed by the girls. Come and support the children as they use their God-given talents.

B-team Basketball C‘Q
Dec. 2 at Trinity-Trost 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 9 at St. Michael, Richville 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 12 with St. Paul, Lapeer 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 15 at Christ the King, Sebewaing 4:300 p.m.
Dec. 16 at St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth 4:30 p.m.

Blessings to you and your family from the St. Paul Lutheran Church and School faculty and staff!

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. I Corinthians 10:31



Opportunities to Serve & Volunteer

Staff Christmas Tree Voting December Acolyte Schedule
Our crafty staff have been making Christmas Tees. Vote
for your favorite by placing cash in the corresponding 3 | 6:30PM
container. The Trees will be displayed Dec. 1-11 in the 6 7PM Blake Erlenbeck & Phil
school hallway. Please help raise money for the Saginaw - 5 :
City Rescue Mission to assist those who are hurting & / 8:30AM | Reilly Spencer &Jgssma
homeless. Some trees will be for sale on the school Face- 7 11AM Gavin Blue & Mike
book page, place your bids there. Thank you! 7 4PM Blake Erlenbeck
Candy Bags 10 | 6:30PM
Every year, candy bags are given to the children after 1 7PM hia GI n & Trevor
the Children’s Christmas services. Monetary donations are 3 - Sophia Gleason & Trevo
welcome to help defray the cost of the candy, peanuts, 14 | 8:30AM
and oranges used to fill the bags. Donations can be 14 11AM |Emilee Hess & Elder/Usher
placed in an envelope marked “Candy Bags” and placed in 17 | 6:30PM
the offering box or brought to one of the offices by Wed., ; -
Dec. 17", Thank you in advance! 20 7PM Claire/Blake Erlenbeck
Staff Christmas Gift 21 | 8:30AM Grac_e Hlpner & B|.II
Our St. Paul staff goes above and beyond daily for the 21 11AM Emmitt Stiff & Craig
work of kingdom. To show your appreciation, please con- 21 4PM
sider giving to the “Staff Christmas Gift.” Cash donations
only can be placed in an envelope marked “Staff Gift” and 24 9PM
put in the offering box or brought to the church or school 25 10AM
office by Wed., Dec. 17"". No checks please, and re-
member, this is not a tax-deductible gift and will not be 27 7PM Emelyn Gleason & Trevor
recorded on your statement. Thank you for remembering 28 | 8:30AM
our staff this Christmas. -
o 28 11AM
Giving Tree 1-Jan| 10AM
The stars are on the tree! Brings your unwrapped gifts
with the star attached to one of the offices by Fri., Dec.
12th. December Screen Tech Schedule
" o col tM '\fEev“f J°b5 « o 3 | 6:30PM Rylie Mills
e are also collecting oys, books, teenager gifts, X
etc. for Toys and Joys. While you are shopping, remem- 6 7PM Claire Erlenbeck
ber Toys and Joys. Place items in one of the boxes in the 7 8:30AM Abby Skouson
narthex or outside the offices by Fri., Dec. 5th. 7 11AM Rylie Mills
W d lik —SChgla4Stic B%Oks hoolers the B 7 4PM Claire Erlenbeck
e would like to give the 4-year-old preschoolers the Ber- - -
enstain Bears Christmas Book to give them a story about 10 6:30PM Amelia Duncan
the real meaning of Christmas. The total for 15 books 13 7PM
would be $45.00. If you want to donate any amount, 14 8:30AM
please make checks payable to Scholastic and bring to the
church office. 14 11AM Brynnlee Watts
Health Kits 17 6:30PM Gavin Blue
Please continue to donate the following needed items: 10 20 7PM Grace Erlenbeck
hand towels, 10 combs, 10 toothpaste, 20 deodorant, 20 21 8:30AM Carter Stevens
shampoo, 20 conditioner, feminine pads, Tylenol, Band- -
aids, creams, and cleaning supplies. 21 11AM Atl)c:)xw II:rance
. . 21 4PM A S
Mission Lunch Prep y oXoUson
Fri., Dec. 12th at 1PM in the School Kitchen. All are wel- 24 9PM Brynnlee Watts
come to help prepare the lunches which are delivered to 25 10AM Carter Stevens
the Saginaw Rescue Mission. Monetary donations are 27 7PM
welcomed and needed for the lunches. Contact Paul
Schoenknecht 871-2280 if you are willing to help. If you 28 8:30AM
love to bake cookies, we need cookies each month to 28 11AM Amelia Duncan
pack with the lunches. You can use the school kitchen or 1-Jan 10AM

your own. Call Laura Sherman 989-871-5799 or the
church office to sign up for a month or more.

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. * Millington, M1 48746 « 989-871-4581




Financial / Memorials

October 2025 Revenue & Expenditure Summary
October General Fund Revenues $160,017.66
October General Fund Expenditures: $108,388.27
October surplus (deficit) $51,629.39
2025 surplus (deficit) YTD $(4,759.80)
Gen Fund Balance $358,635.57

End of Year Giving Ideas
IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution

If you are age 70 1/2 or older, IRS rules allow you to
make Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD's) from
your Individual Retirement Account (IRA). If you are
age 73 or older, QCD's also count toward the year's
required minimum distribution (RMD).

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCD's
remain tax-free if sent directly to a qualified charity by
the trustee.

Benefits of a QCD

RESTRICTED Cash Accounts Summary

School Designated Accounts balance: $132,178.84

Facility & Property_ Improvements Fund balance:  $50,601.75 “Avoid taxes on transfer of up to $108,000 from
Other Church Designated Accounts balance: $61,451.63 your IRA to St. Paul
All Memorials balance: $25,412.25 -Sa'éilsfy your RMD;(I)r 2025
KK Thi : *% -Reduce your taxable income
This money is RESTRICTED $269,644.47 -Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction
limits on charitable gifts
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION -Help further the work and mission of St. Paul
L How a QCD works

Contributions to Grantparent Fund $25,500.00 -Contact your IRA trustee to make a QCD gift
Contributions to Facility/Property Impr. Fund $7,939.91 from your IRA to St.

Paul

-Your IRA funds will be transferred directly to
St. Paul to help continue our important work

-Please note that QCD gifts do not qualify for a
charitable deduction

Please contact your tax professional and/or financial
advisor for more information.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to everyone that helped with the Drive-thru
Chicken Dinners this summer. We appreciate all the help.
With the money from Trust and Investment and using a
Thrivent card each month the only debt we had was the
sales tax. We profited $7,265.80 which went right into the

General Fund. Thrivent Choice

The Thrivent Choice program is a charitable grant pro-

Thank you to all for your help with the Smorgasbord.
Everyone who helped with kitchen/dessert preparations
and cleanup, donating food and delicious desserts, selling
meals, and hall set up and clean up helped to serve al-
most 200 dinners. Thank you also to those who purchased
meals for the event. Your support provided over $3,300 for
the Facility & Property Improvements Fund.

Thank you for the prayers, kind words, and various gifts
of appreciation we received during October. We love serv-
ing God and each of you.

-Pastor Bruner and Pastor Martinal

Thank you so much for making “Hall"-o-ween another
great year! We had 47 stations, 20,000 pieces of candy,
20,000 prizes, 438 kids + adults! So many people stepped
up to help. Something new this year was the Elders giving
out hot dogs! The congregation gave in so many ways-
time to help decorate, give out candy, or clean up. You
gave money, candy, decorations, and gift cards. This was a
team effort of the whole congregation! The left-over candy
in the past has gone into 1200-1500 lunches for the Res-
cue Mission. We had so many kids and stations this year,
that we may not fill THAT many lunches, but it will still go
a long way! Thank you, again!!

gram that encourages members of Thrivent to recom-
mend where Thrivent distributes a portion of its chari-
table funding. Choice Dollars® and Thrivent Choice
Voting® Events result in the distribution of several
million dollars of grant funds to causes that members
like you care about most. If you qualify, your Choice
Dollars can be directed every quarter, or once a
year. If you haven't directed your dollars for 2025,
please call Thrivent or go online to www.thrivent.com.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Memorials & Special Gifts

§In Memory of Fred & Dorothy Keinath and
: In Honor of Jan & Shirley Snyder
: $3,000.00

Grounds Fund

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. ® Millington, MI 48746 » 989-871-4581
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Daily Lectionary / Misc.

Area Events

Millington Arbela District Library Happenings
Story and Craft Hour - Enjoy the magic of storytelling

paired with hands-on crafts. Each session includes a fun
story and a themed activity, letting kids explore their
imaginations and take home a unique crea-
tion. Wednesdays at 10:30am.

Coffee Story Time - Parents and caregivers can relax
with a cup of coffee while little ones enjoy engaging sto-
ries. It's a cozy way to introduce children to books and
connect with other adults. Last Thursday of the
Month at 10:30 am.

Valley Lutheran News
Valley Lutheran Christmas Choral Concert Sun,.
Dec. 7™ at 3PM at Trinity Lutheran Church in Reese. All
are invited to bring a canned fruit or vegetable donation
to support Trinity’s community partner, the United Chris-
tian Community Service (UCCS) food pantry.

Valley Lutheran’s Mission - Preparing students for life
with Christ as our foundation - is living and active. Re-
cent evidence? Our 2025 Advanced Placement score re-
port which featured an impressive 93% overall passing
rate on exams, 100% passing rate in 5 subject areas,
and higher passing rates than both state and national
averages in every subject area. Wow! Not only do our
students benefit from college credit earned while still in
high school and future tuition money saved, more im-
portantly this is evidence that they are equipped with the
knowledge, thinking skills, and work ethic that will clear-
ly translate to success in their next steps. VL students
are prepared!
Other Area News

Living Nativity at Immanuel Lutheran Church Fri., Dec.
5™ 7-9PM, Sat., Dec. 6™ 6-8PM, Sun., Dec. 7" 6-8PM.
Free outdoor walk traveling to Bethlehem and seeing
baby Jesus in the manger. Light refreshments following.

The Lutheran Hour Rally & Summit Celebration -
at the St. Lorenz Worship and Event Center.

Sat., Jan. 31 - Congregational Ministry Summit,

Sun., Feb. 1% — The Lutheran Hour Rally Worship Service
Do we live in such a way that people are curious about
what motivates us to live distinctively different lives? And
if they did ask us, would we be prepared to give an ac-
count of the hope that is within us? This summit will
help you to live a life that evokes questions and be bet-
ter prepared to give an answer of hope in Christ.

Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler from The Lutheran Hour will
deliver the keynote address. Attendees will have the op-
portunity to choose from nine engaging breakout ses-
sions on a variety of topics. All congregational mem-
bers—especially youth—and church workers are encour-
aged to attend in person or via livestream.

Registration Costs (Includes boxed lunch)

In Person: $35 General Registration / $40 after Jan. 4
$25 Students / $30 after Jan. 4

Livestream - Free, but you must register to receive the
link. Go to MI-LLL.org or michigandistrict.org.

Many Serving Opportunities

Screen Techs, Acolytes, Live Stream Techs, and
Altar Guild, Sextons are just a few. Every one of
these jobs only requires a little more than an hour off
your time on a rotating basis. Training is provided.
Think about it and let us know how you can help.
Please call the church office with any questions, or to be
trained and added to the schedule. Thank you.

Altar Flowers
The 2026 Flower Chart is hanging in the hallway be-
tween the church mailboxes. To place flowers on the
altar, please add your name, phone number, and center
or side vases. Call the church office for bulletin wording
and call the florist of your choice for ordering.

Messenger Sponsors

If you would like to sponsor the Messenger for a month
in 2026, please call the church office. The cost is $75.00
per month.

The Lutheran Witness
If you would like to purchase a subscription of The Lu-
theran Witness, please call the church office before De-
cember 7th. Yearly subscriptions are $22.50 per year
which includes a quarterly copy of Michigan In Touch.

It’s the most

Wonderful
TIME

of the year!




Daily Lectionary / Misc.

The Soldier's Night Before Christmas
= am (‘:" N Originally Entitled: Merry Christmas, My Frlenc_l
) - $ 58‘ é i) g: By James M. Schmidt - who was a Lance Corporal in the
£ PE ! m S| o0k | NRA Marine Corps stationed in _V\(ashmgtqn, D.C.
2| ol TR Y8R 7 £ The following is the original version:
] & o S s — . :
A e e Vo e as the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
. o 4 i 'Z'er = = -Irr\lNa one begroom house made of plaster & stone.
I had come down the chimney, with presents to give
9 and to see just who in this home did live.
AT As I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,
ﬁﬁ o — g: g No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
g Dy ‘l‘ S: ey o~ No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand.
.‘Eu m:N ﬁﬂ g zé'\. NGo™ On the wall hung pictures of a far dlstanF land.
= —& "’g %3 P g With medals and badges, awards of all kind,
Sh ol - A= A sobering thought soon came to my mlqd.
% For this house was different, unlike any I'd seen.
This was the home of a U.S. Marine.
I'd heard stories about them, I had to see more,
= n the door.
i 2 And there he bay Sieeping, aleri. atone, "
> mlﬁ ﬂ&' 2,': ?3*? Curled up on the floor in his one-bedroom home.
S T % 5o yrhT H d so gentle, his face so serene,
N e seeme g X _
E T Hee 2:«0 ﬂg:;; Not how I pictured an.rS]. MaIfldn(_e.st oad?
2 & C 4 g Was this the hero, of whom I'd just read?
= gﬁ 4 S 3 & b Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed?
9 " o His head was clean-shaven, his weathered face tan.
a = I soon understood, this was more than a man.

For I realized the families that I saw that nlglll'_lt, o fiaht
™ o Owed their lives to these men, who were willing to fight.
ey =5 Qi the Nation, the children would play,

E g E' R 3 x‘ E‘ Fin : 2 2 icr)\gngarlgevunn-ips would celebrate on a bright Christmas day.
& el RO N P =t They all enjoyed freedom, each month and all year,
-§ moof - EE e > N?J 8: “’_g Because of Marines like this one lying here.
= e NR L N =3 I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone,
= o 4 4 on a cold ChristmashE\E)e, in ﬁtlantd ;artgrcr)nn;l z%ne.
Just the very thought brought a tear .
o I dropped tg my knees and I started to cry.
N = 33 et He must have awoken, for I heard a rough voice,
) ‘5"\" a’ a‘ 3 8‘ 0 ¥ : ) 2 "Santa, don't cry, this life is my choice.
2 R g ag® | © : 3 Q k"\.’ = Qe I fight for freedom, I don't ask for more. .
g | "o a5 RE | 7& = M Ry My life is my God, my country, my Corps.
E G Clg L v-é vié With that he rolled over, drifted off into sleep,
B - = - I couldn't control it, I continued to weep..
I watched him for hours, so silent and Stll||. _
= I noticed he shivered from the cold night's chill.
AN ﬁ ON: : N NS kY So I took off my jacket, the one made of red,
) 30 N oY Dany - And covered this Marine fr?m hlis ’tcoesdtcg>or;:js head.
= = I LR | NG9 Qin— Then I put on his T-shirt of scarlet an ,
5 | : o ; ‘; i g 2 S ; ~ia g With anpeagle, globe and anchor emblazoned”so '?I‘?Id"de
i < g 23 it barely fit me, e,
= m“ NG mm 2= =3 And although it barely fit me, I began to swell wi h pri &
- G 4 & And for one shining moment, I was Marine Corps deep
- side.
< o I didn't want to leave him so_”quiett mf_tl?]% night,
o =N This guardian of honor so willing to fight.
§ & e @ﬂ E\"g‘ Eg But hgalf asleep he rolled over, and in a voice clean and
g | 228 mT a7 | ooz oM T pure, _ )
E 5% 2|~gZ | FeY |’ &% N Said "Carry on, Santa, it's Christmas Day, all secure.
7 8°% = "3 3 hE One look at my watch and I knew he was right,
? a o Ae = i Fi and goodnight
a 3 =8 A —e w= Merry Christmas my friend, Semper Fi g .




December Birthdays Hla p: /

Biirthdl: ) Ve

Andrew Weber 1 Destiny Blakeley 10 Paul Rogers 19
Taylor Wirsing 1 Geri Blue 11 Taren Webster 19
Kamden Keinath 1 Lorine Edler 11 Coty Phelps 19
Deborah ILL 1 Jeffrey Johnston 11 Steven, Sr. Holmes 20
Judith  Snover 1 Dana Earl 11 Allen Marks 20
Delores Reinert 2 Terry Reinbold 11 Chester Petzold 20
Tyler Rude 2 Jason Stewart 11 Norma Taylor 20
Logan Myers 2 Logan Wirsing 12 Alexis Hudie 20
Jodi Torrey 2 Linda Windt 12 Holli  Johnson 20
Ella Chapman 2 Cameron  Loomis 12 Seth Sundberg 20
Zachary Simon 2 Margaret ~ Matthews 12 Trudie  Mohr 20
Kara Polk 3 Fran Carnet 13 Oakley Bakewell 20
Jeremy Corrigan 3 Gerry Smith IT 13 Dayna DuBois 20
Brooklyn  Ewing 3 Ashtyn Stewart 13 Megan Curtis 21
Dawn  Knoll 3 Harper Koeltzow 13 Trenton  Weber 21
Kara Stevens 3 Lisa Bach 14 Nicholas Schult_z 21
Melissa Sandusky 3 Dennis  Schmidt 14 Carlee - Brookins 21
Sarah Waterman 3 Ireva Wolverton 14 Jakki - Petzold 22
Daniel Petzold 4 Amy Casto 14 Collin - Strouth 22
Lori Kowitz 4 John Allard i5 Connor Simon 22
Holly - Leach 4 Karen Bruner 15 Larry  Kammer 23
Brad Sayles 4 Melissa Hager 15 Alex: - Kern 23
i - Sheila Peche 23
Deb  Hazel 4 Cherri Herrick 15 Sarah  Campbell 23
William Woodward 5 Doris Meier i5 ran Lampbe
Eric  Galant 5 Lincol Kelnath e Rhond_a Nielson 23
Daniel Karcher 5 Dm|c on Hemg 15 Arnie  Petzold 24
Lucas Dobis 5 4 a?] orming 1 .Ggry Wagner 24
Scott Jensen 6 Jona Horning 5 Christine  Jaruzel 24
: Nicolas Horning 15 Finnlee Lowrey 24
Kari Johnston 6 Cheryl Anderson 16 Jena Giardini 25
Connie - Keinath ! Denise Miller 16 Kassandra Mills 26
Faydra - Myers ’/ Lexie Swink 16 Gerald Higgins 26
. Rylyn ROt.h ’/ Andy Rosebush 16 Larry Jensen 26
EI'Zab?th Selich 7 Susan Washburn 16 Melody Payea 27
Candice Tatro 7 Elaine Bickel 16 Marie Ross 27
Molly Wolfington 7 Cameron  Jones 16 Tamera Dreher 27
Carol Weber 8 Sarah Pobocik 17 Robert Fall 28
Mary White 8 Carter Stevens 17 Lynnette Keinath 28
Grace Adamic 9 Shelby Jesberg 18 Aiden Koch 28
Matthew Allen 9 Adam Polk 18 Hannah Cain 28
Kaitlyn Burton 9 Carol Burchett 18 Matt Ayotte 29
Danielle DeOrnellas 9 Karri Smith 18 Floyd, Il Harsen 29
Lillian Sergent 9 Brody Willson 18 Cameron Henderson 29
David Janowski 9 Angeliqgue  Colman 18 Alexis Sutton 29
Joshua Keinath 9 Aidan Bach 19 Jeff Staple 30
Joshua Petzold 9 Sandra Brow 19 Donna Torrey 30
Michelle Sayles 9 Taren Ewing 19 Shannon Keinath 30
Marilyn Daenzer 10 Marie Trinklein 19 Teresa Walter_ 31
Elizabeth Goodhue 10 Nicholas ~ Borcherding 19 Brody Germain 31
Violet Myers 10 Dane Coleman 19 Dean Mason 31
Chy Rueckert 10 Karrie Colman 19 John  Osborn, Jr - 31
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Equip. Build.
Grow. Together.

Eph. 4:11-16

For unto us

A child is born,
HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED

Wonderful Counsellor,
THE MIGHTY GOD
THE EVERLASTING FATHER,






