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A Message from Pastor

Artificial Intelligence, Real Love, and the
Word of God

Artificial Intelligence, commonly referred to as
Al is everywhere these days. It appears reg-
ularly in the news and has found its way into
everyday conversations. Many people are us-
ing it to write, to research, to organize, and to
solve problems more efficiently. Even as I
prepared this article, I paused to ask myself:
Should I use Al to help write it?

When I looked back at last year's article, I
realized it already expressed much of what I
wanted to say again this year. Some truths do
not need to be reinvented or updated by
technology. They simply need to be remem-
bered and lived out.

February is often associated with love be-
cause of Valentine’s Day. Hearts, cards, choc-
olate and flowers are promoted as fitting
ways to express love for another person. Yet
the kind of love that truly sustains us is not
manufactured, programmed, or artificial. Real
love is personal, sacrificial, and rooted in rela-
tionships.

This is where I want to offer encouragement
to be in God’s Word. Read it regularly. Study
it. Let it reinforce what you already know
about God’s love for you. Scripture tells us
that God’s love is not abstract or dis-
tant. Christ Jesus, “"Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself and became obedient to death, even
death on a cross!” (Phil. 2:6-8) God’s love is
demonstrated through the physical life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s Son in
the flesh. Jesus shows us real love through

His actions flowing from compassion, humility,
sacrifice, and grace.

In contrast, it is unsettling to see how some
people are beginning to rely on Al for compan-
ionship. I recently saw a commercial for an Al-
powered dog. I have heard that teens are
turning to Al for advice and friendship. While
technology can be impressive and even help-
ful, it cannot replace genuine relationships. A
computer cannot feel compassion, offer true
understanding, or love in any meaningful way.
Real love requires a heart, not a circuit board.
As we navigate a world increasingly shaped by
artificial intelligence, let us be careful not to
lose sight of what is real and eternal. Tools can
be useful, but they are not a substitute for hu-
man connection or divine love. This February,
and always, we will only find authentic love
grounded in relationships with one another
and, most importantly, rooted in the unfailing
love of God.

Remember - you matter to God and you mat-
ter to me,

Pastor Jim Bruner
1 John 4:10-11

The February Messenger is sponsored
in memory of Wanda Edler from Melody Payea.




Worship Times / Ways to be In the Word

St. Paul Worship Times

Traditional Service - Saturdays at 7PM,

Sundays at 8:30 (+ Livestream)

Bible Study/Sunday School Sundays at 10AM
SONshine Service — Sundays at 11AM

*Praise Team 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays at 11AM
*Communion 15t & 3rd Sundays at 8:30AM
ond & 4th Suyndays at 11AM & the Sat. before

*Matins 5th Sunday Weekend

Sundays at 10AM
Preschool—Grade 1
Faith Spark:

Childcare Room

Grades 2-6 Faith Flare:
Projects Room

FAITH
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Adult Instruction Class: Library

Coffee Hour between services in the Parish Hall.
Grab a cup of coffee and a snack before heading to
“Faith on Fire.”

Scripture Readings
Feb. 1st
Micah 6:1-8
1 Cor. 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

Feb. 8th
Isaiah 58:3-9a
1 Cor. 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20

Feb. 15th
Exodus 24:8-18

2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Feb. 22nd
Genesis 3:1-21
Romans 32:1-7

Matthew 4:1-11

Men’s Bible Study
Sat., February 7th at 8AM
in the Library.

Next month:

March 7th

Meetings
Council
Wed., Feb. 4th at 7:30PM in the Library

Voters’ Meeting
Sun., Feb. 8th at 1:30PM in the church

Dorcas
Tues., Feb. 17th at 6PM

Elders
Wed. Feb. 25th after worship

Church Extension Fund
Save and Serve the Lord

Now is a great time to make a prior year's contribution to your
IRA! If you're talking with someone with an IRA at CEF, you
can contribute for 2025 up until Tax Day in April. Church Ex-
tension Fund offers something other investment institutions do
not; a ministry dividend. While earning competitive interest,
your investments are used to further the expansion of God's
Kingdom through loans to new missions, childcare centers,
schools, and local congregations. For more information, contact
Diane Ackerman at 989-871-4056 or call 800-242-3944.

Chapel
Hello St. Paul families, We warmly invite you to join us each
Wednesday for chapel in the sanctuary as our school gathers
to worship together and “Make a joyful noise to the Lord”
Psalm 98:4.

Chapel for 1st-8th Grade is Wednesdays at 8AM
Pre-K/K Chapel is at 8:45AM (short, age-appropriate)

A few helpful notes: families and congregation members are
welcome to attend one or both services. Please stop by the
school office to sign in when you arrive. You're welcome to
sit in the general seating area in the sanctuary. If you have
prayer requests, feel free to share them with your child’s
teacher or the office; we'd be honored to include them. We
are grateful for these opportunities to gather as one family in
Christ each week. We hope you'll join us this Wednesday!

Lutheran Ministries

“Worship for Shut-Ins”
Sundays at 11:30AM on

TCT Net. (DirecTV 377)
Sundays at 11:30AM on WAQP 49

The Lutheran Hour Radio
1400 AM Sunday at 8:30AM
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Upcoming Events

Quilting

Quilting 1-3PM in the Parish Hall. Newcomers are al-
ways welcome. No skills necessary - we have some-
thing to do for everyone. Come and see how God can
use your talents to help those in need.

We CAN start accepting old jeans and denim gar-
ments only for making quilts. Please, no other
material - our closet is running over. Thanks! We will
let you know when there is room for more.

St. Paul Read-a-thon
February 1-28. The money
raised will be used to buy )
books for kids at the Saginaw e o
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Rescue Mission. How It
Works: We are asking all
students in K-8 to collect
pledges from Jan. 21% until
Feb. 3". Pledges can be per =
pages read or a one-time

donation of whatever amount the donor chooses. If
you would like to contribute to the Read-a-thon, either
find a student or staff member to sponsor, or place
your contribution in an envelope marked “Read-a-thon”
and place in the offering box or bring to one of the of-
fices. Thank you in advance for your support!

Voters’ Meeting
Sun. Feb. 8th at 1:30PM in the Church.

Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Young at Heart
Thurs., Feb. 12th at 1PM and every 2" Thursday of the

month. All ages are invited to join us and build strong-
er relationships with one another. We look forward to
seeing each other again.

\ 4 apyﬁg@lﬁn{s @a(}!

February 14th

PTL Talent &

Treasure Carnival

February 6, 2026 at 4PM

PTL is presenting the Talent &
Treasure Carnival. There will
be talent, treasures made by
our students and yummy car-
nival foods. We are looking
for you to mark your calen-
dars, to bring donations for
the auction, to volunteer to help, and your wonderful
talent. Thank you for supporting our school through
PTL. Your generosity helps our students thrive, learn,
and grow. If questions, please contact Patti Martinal or
Jessica Spencer.

Scrapbooking
Sat., Feb. 21st from 9AM-7PM in the Projects Room.

$6.00 per person. Bring a dish to pass.
Call the school office to RSVP.

Euchre
Brought to you by the Evangelism/Fellowship Committee
select Saturdays from 4:30-6:30PM in the Parish Hall.
Drinks and food provided. Join us Feb. 28", March 14",
April 11" & 25™, and May 16",

New Photo Directory

Coming soon! Watch for details.

HAPPY Febmarg 2nd
GROUNDHOG DAY ”
® N wi
LR L Punxatawney
L Phil see his
dqd D shadow??

Annual Reports

All boards, committees, groups, etc. - please email your
annual reports to church.office@spmill.org or bring to
the church office. The annual report is our way of record-
ing our history through the years. If questions, call 871-
4581 #1.

Lost and Found
The shelf in the coat area in the narthex has items that
have been left behind. Check to see if any of the items
may be yours.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to everyone for your help with the recent
fish fry. Your help with frying fish, cleaning up, kitchen
detail, ticket sales, dessert donations, dessert cutting,
and serving food brought in over $2,000 in support of
the church and school. We served over 200
meals. Thank you!!

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. * Millington, M| 48746 ¢ 989-871-4581
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St. Paul Lutheran School is committed to engaging students with a comprehensive
education grounded in God’s Word to prepare them for a life in Christ.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Psalm 98:4

The month of February is when we take some extra time to show those, we care about how much we really
love them! Let's take some extra time to show our Lord and Savior how much we LOVE Him!
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For Chapel, February is Hearts for Jesus month through the Michigan District and LeadAChild.

U ’)?g Here is a list of the up-coming school activities for February.
Month of Feb. Hearts for Jesus, NWEA testing &Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart
Feb. 6 Spartan Spirit Day
Feb. 7 Talents & Treasures PTL Fundraiser at 4 p.m.
Feb. 9-11 Valentine Candy Gram Sales
Feb. 13 6-8™ Grade Bowling trip
Feb. 18 Ash Wednesday, worship service at 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 25 Lenten church service at 6:30 p.m.

If there is a school delay or cancellation, we will follow Millington public schools. You can find
notifications on any of the major television or radio stations in the area and on the St. Paul phone system.

dehool Mugical Opportunities
Feb.22 Free Spirit Choir 11T a.m.

Spartan Sports Our C-team basketball season continues. C-team games start at 9 a.m. Come and
support the children as they use their God-given talents.

C-team Basketball (boys at 9 followed by the girls at 10)
Feb. 7 at St. Paul, Saginaw
Feb. 14 at Zion, Auburn
Feb. 28 with Trinity, Monitor

We have many programs going on throughout the school year that earn money for St. Paul: Box-Tops
for Education and Kroger programs. See the school office for more information.

V9090 POVVWOYWOPWOP VYOV
t MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD! 1

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. I Corinthians 10:31




Opportunities to Serve & Volunteer

Book Collection
Board of Social Concerns is collecting books all year for our

February Screen Techs

u?fe_zd book sale. Place books in the bin outside the church 31-Jan 7PM Grace Erlenbeck
office.
1 8:30AM Jaxson Mancini
Mission Lunch Prep 1 11AM Kara Keinath
Fri., Feb. 6th at 12:30PM in the School Kitchen. All are wel- r ZPM
come to help prepare the lunches which are delivered to the
Saginaw Rescue Mission. Monetary donations are welcomed 8 8:30AM Tobin Keinath
and needed for the lunches. Contact Paul Schoenknecht 871- 3 11AM Rylie Mills
2280 if you are willing to help. If you love to bake cook- -
ies, we need cookies each month to pack with the lunches. 14 7PM Claire Erlenbeck
You can use the school kitchen or your own. Call Laura Sher- 15 8:30AM Abby Skouson
man 989-871-5799 or the church office to sign up for a X
month or more. 15 11AM Alexis France
18 6:30PM Kara Keinath
See How We are Living Out 21 ZPM
Our Mission Statement —
Goal: Let others get encouragement from seeing how 22 8:30AM Jaxson Mancini
you are in the Word and sharing the Word. There are 22 11AM Peyton Woolwine
many ways we can be in and share the Word. Inspire oth- 25 6:30PM
ers to be in the Word regularly and to be used by God. -
How:
1. Write on a sticky note how you spend time in God's
Word. Place it on the “Growing in the Word” side. No February Acolytes
name is necessary. 31-Jan 7PM Claire E
2. Write on a separate sticky note how God is using you to 1 8:30AM Amelia E
share the Word by being the hands, feet and ears of Jesus -
in our world. Place it on the “Sharing the Word of Christ” 1 11AM Avery & Austin
side. 7 7PM Kamdyn R
You can use multiple notes. We want to fill the board and 8 8:30AM Max P
i |
celebrate it all! 3 11AM Ermmitt S
Bulletin Sponsors 14 /PM -
We are looking for businesses to sponsor the bulletins 15 8:30AM Reilly S
for 2026. If you or someone you know would like to spon- 15 11AM Rylie M
sor, call the church office. The cost is $150.00 and your ] i
business will be added to the bulletin for the year. 18 6:30PM Amelia E
21 7PM
Year End Giving Statements 22 8:30AM Grace H
are available to download- just log into your Shelby account 22 11AM
or call the church office to have one printed. If you don't
have an account yet, call the church office and we'll get you 25 6:30PM Emmitt S

set up. Once you get set up, you can check your statement
at any time. Year end giving statements will not be
printed unless you ask for one.

2026 Flower Chart
is hanging in the hallway between the church mailboxes. To
sign up for Altar Flowers, please write your name, phone
number, and if center or side vases. You are responsible
for calling the florist of your choice and the church office
with your bulletin article.

Messenger Sponsors

If you would like to sponsor the Messenger for a month in
2026, please call the church office. The cost is $75.00 per
month.

Many Serving Opportunities

Screen Techs, Acolytes,
and Altar Guild, Sextons are just a few.

Live Stream Techs,
Every

one of these jobs only requires a little more than an
hour of your time on a rotating basis. Training is pro-
vided. Think about it and let us know how you can

help.

Please call the church office with any ques-

tions, or to be trained and added to the schedule.

Thank you.

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. * Millington, M1 48746 « 989-871-4581




Financial / Memorials

December 2025 Revenue & Expenditure Summary
December General Fund Revenues $107,269.51
December General Fund Expenditures: $103,313.95
December surplus (deficit) $3,955.56
2025 surplus (deficit) YTD $(21,606.56)
Gen Fund Balance $341,788.81
CEF loan balance-Property & Facilities Impr.  $183,807.94
RESTRICTED Cash Accounts Summary
School Designated Accounts balance: $129,959.61
Facility & Property Improvements Fund: $28,816.24
Other Church Designated Accounts balance: $64,916.36
All Memorials balance: $21,063.97

** This money is RESTRICTED** $244,756.18
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Contributions to Grantparent Fund $2,307.08
Contributions to Facility/Property Impr. Fund ~ $21,081.18

Thrivent Choice
The Thrivent Choice program is a charitable grant program
that encourages members of Thrivent to recommend where
Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable fund-
ing. Choice Dollars® and Thrivent Choice Voting® Events
result in the distribution of several million dollars of grant
funds to causes that members like you care about most. If
you qualify, your Choice Dollars can be directed every quar-
ter, or once a year. If you haven't directed your dollars for
2025, please call Thrivent or go online to www.thrivent.com.

Thrivent Action Teams

Did you know that if you're a Thrivent member, you can
apply for a $250 gift card to help with a service activity
or fundraiser? Think of all the possibilities where this
could be beneficial.

How it Works - Think about a need in our church or
community and how you could help. Apply to lead your
volunteer team in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or
educational event that can be completed within 90 days.
Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent
Action Kit, including: thank-you cards, T-shirts, and up to
a $250 Impact Card you can use as seed money to get
your project off the ground and make a bigger impact.
Details and guidelines can be found online. Go to
Thrivent.com, login (you will need to create an account
before starting,) click on Membership Overview, scroll to
“Thrivent Action Teams” and click on “Learn more and ap-
ply now.” You will need a User ID and Password to apply.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Memorials & Special Gifts

§In Memory of Richard (Dick) Myers:

$145.00 Memorials Undesignated :
$115.00 Facility & Property Improvement :

In Memory of Robert Aulbert:

$40.00 Memorials Undesignated

§In Memory of Paul Peterson, Joyce Koch, Earl
: Koch:

$3,000 General Fund

§In Memory of Norm Petzold:

$25.00 General Fund
$20.00 Memorials Undesignated
$25.00 Facility & Property Improvement

: In Memory of Marian Reinert:

$100.00 Memorials Undesignated

: In Memory of Arthur (Jim) Saeger:

$125.00 General Fund

$555.00 Memorials Undesignated
$10.00 Facility & Property Improvement
$1,100.00 GrantParent

$5,130.00 Trust & Investment

: In Memory of Mary Davison:

$1,000.00 General Fund

Support St. Paul and Bring
in Your Used Ink Cartridges

selicy
row
XY
Lo

Please keep bringing in your ink car-
tridges and turn them to cash!
Drop Off in the box on the wooden
cabinet outside of the Church Office or
in the cabinet in the narthex.
Please only bring in
small ink cartridges.

St. Paul Lutheran Church & School ® 4941 W. Center St. ® Millington, MI 48746 » 989-871-4581
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Daily Lectionary / Job Openings
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. NOW HIRING .

I 1% Grade Teacher for the 2026-27 School Year 1
iSt. Paul Lutheran School is seeking a caring and dedicated 1°*
. Grade Teacher to join our faith-based, nurturing school com-
Imunity.
, *Christ-centered education
I *Small class sizes
. *Commitment to academic & spiritual growth

Please submit a resume, cover letter, and references to
school.office@spmill.org. Learn more at school.stpaul-
millington.org.

I His Little Lambs Infant & Toddler Program -
The licensed early childhood program of St. Paul School, is |

iexcited to announce the opening of a new Infant & Toddler *

. Room planned for March 2026. We are currently seeking two 1

Ipart-time team members to help launch this new program.
Open Positions:

I Lead Caregiver/Lead Teacher and Child Care Aide —
Both Part-Time.

|

|

What We’'re Looking For: :

! *Individuals who love working with infants and toddlers 1

I*Dependable, nurturing, and patient caregivers -

*Willingness to meet Michigan child care licensing and training |

requirements *Support for a Christ-centered, family-focused *

" environment 1

I Start Date: -

. Positions will begin prior to March 2026 to allow for onboard- 1

Iing and training before opening. -

' Why Join His Little Lambs? 1

I *Be part of a brand-new infant & toddler program -

. *Supportive school and church community |

I *Meaningful, purpose-driven work serving children and fami- I
lies

- Interested in learning more? I

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Please contact St. Paul School / His Little Lambs for applica-
tion information.
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His Little Lambs Infant & Toddler Center
Tentative Opening: March 2026
Waitlist now open!
Planning ahead for infant or toddler care in 20267
Contact us today! Hours: 6AM-6PM
Rates & Rees: $55 per day, $100 Registration Fee
*Faith-Based, Nurturing Care *Experienced Staff
*Limited Enrollment
Call to join the waitlist: 989-871-4581 ext. 302.
Growing in faith from the very beginning.
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February Birthdays

Jim
Angela
Karen
Glenn
Ed

Cheri
Austin
Andrew
Nora
Martin
AshLynn
Kaylinjoy
Bradley
Alec
Jennifer
Joshua
Ronald
Renee
Hayley
Meagan
Kimberly
Haley
Brianna
Jonathan
Mathew
Christine
Kiahna
Kennedy
John
Linda
Violet
Landon
Ryan
Jeremy
Erica
Steve
Jeffrey T.
Jennifer
JoAnne
Patrick
Sarah
Leo
Jenna
Tiffinie
Andrea
Nicole

Jaruzel
Germain
Law
Brown
Sergent
Sutherland
Wendland
Webster
Romain
Damm, Jr.
Jones
Peplinski
Dormire
Robinson
Rondo
Burns
Colman
Higgins
Usrey
Tolbert
Torrey
Kennard
McPherson
Schuler
Slough
Stevens
Sutton
Tebedo
Brown
Kester
Sabgash
Germain
ILL
Keinath
Selich
Washburn
Hecht
Sischo
Petzold
Galloway
Hergenreder
O'Hearn
Smith
Webb
Wirsing
Bringer
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Braxton
Sandi
Ed
Sharon
Karleigh
Tyler
Nicholas
Graham
Justin
Chase
Brynnlee
Brian
Billy
Zachary
Celeste
Emma
Sebastian
Wilbert
Henry
Carl
Mandy
Bonnie
Shila
Erik
Joann
Robert
Carrie
Sheryl
Alex
Kyle
Elinor
Chad
MaKaylee
Aubrey
Scott
Kevin
Laurel
Shane
Kyle
Derrick
Gregory
Ryan
Jason
Tyler
Rhonda
Adam

Withers
Vogeli
White
Wyman
Cole
Devereaux
Mays
Sutton
France
Milostan
Morningstar
Titsworth
Woolwine III
Sebert
Ketels
Cobanovich
Jesberg
ILL

Hess
Kralik
Switzer
Wiacek
Keinath
Lawrence
Schiefer
Freeman
Daenzer
French
Goodhue
Stange
Kroll
Reinert
Schultz
Rosencrants
Bassett
Sutton
Woodward
Burrows
Brow

List

Mulka
Herrick
Ketels
Goodhue
Kern
Wolverton

10

Shaneen
Layne
Lynette
Dennis
Michaela
Sarah
Sandra
Joshua
Betty
Rachel
Holly
Jacob

Pastor Tim
Hannah
Brielle
Micah
Garrett
Riley
Jessica
Darlene
Cris
Robert
Marjorie
Loretta
Macinzie
Diane
Matt
Oleander
Jim
Aizlynn
Charlotte
Cathy
Brady
Hillary
Kiersten
Dawn
Melissa
John
Craig
Alan
Tyler
Carrie

Donald
Jackson
Sharon

John

Hess
Neeley
Denome
Weiss
Draper
Gorsuch
Haley
Matthews

Bouchard-Schmidt

Brown
Malace
Matzke

Martinal
Hall
Burns
Petzold
Reinert
Coleman
Pashby
Higgins
French

Williams, Sr
Keinath

Weber
Keinath
Ackerman
Denome
Penshorn
Bickel
Wilber
Krueger
Myers
Petzold
Romain
Rondo
Ayotte
DeOrnellas
Hiles

Stiff

June
Reinert
Woelzlein

Lichnovsky
Gabriel
Kauer

Borcherding

18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20

21
21
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
23

24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
28
28

28
28
29

29



Special Services / The Time of Lent

Special Services

Lenten Services - 6:30PM

Ash Wednesday - Wed., Feb. 18th
5PM Dinner - Soup & Salad
Hosted by Social Concerns

Wed., Feb. 25th
5PM Dinner Hosted by PTL

Wed., March 4th

5PM Dinner - Taco Bar
Hosted by Evangelism/ Fellowship Board

Wed., March 11th

Dinner available to host

Wed., March 18th
Dinner available to host

Wed., March 25th
5PM Empty Bowls Dinner
Purchase tickets in one of the offices.

Holy Week
April 2nd - Maundy Thursday
7PM Worship + Comm.

April 3rd - Good Friday - 1:30PM Worship
Good Friday Tenebrae - 7PM

April 5th - Easter Celebration
Sunrise Worship at 6:30AM
Breakfast
Regular Worship at 8:30AM + Communion
Sonshine Service at 1AM + Communion

The Time of Easter - Lent
Begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.
The Time of Easter invites us into the story of Jesus’ sacrificial
death and His glorious resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus
gives proof that our salvation has been completed and that
our hope for eternal life with God is secure.

Easter was the major celebration of the Early Church, which
also set aside a period of preparation to celebrate the Feast of
the Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter). Lent was a period of
preparation first prescribed for baptismal candidates. During
this period, the candidates were examined in preparation for
Baptism at the Easter (or Paschal) Vigil. Later, these forty
days were associated with Jesus’ forty days in the desert prior
to His temptation (Matt. 4:1-11) and with the forty years the
children of Israel spent in the wilderness (Num. 14:34), be-
coming a period of preparation for every Christian.

The Sundays during this season are not “of Lent” but “in
Lent.” Thus the Sundays retain an Easter tone and may be
less solemn than the mid-week services that congregations
typically offer. The observances of Lent are concrete remind-
ers of the greater solemnity of this season, yet Lutherans em-
phasize the Gospel of Christ as central even to this penitential
season.
In Lent, we prepare our hearts to
receive our crucified and risen Lord.
Psalm 51 * Isaiah 58:6-12 *
Joel 2:12-13 * Matthew 4:1-11 *
Matthew 6:1-18 * Romans 6:1-4

Lent Practices and Traditions

¢ The church is decorated in violet, the color of royalty and
repentance. This period of repentance is marked by a
purposeful turning away from our sin and turning toward
Christ for His mercy and forgiveness.

¢ Ash Wednesday begins the observance of Lent. Ashes on
the forehead is a sign of penitence and a reminder that
we, too, shall die and therefore need forgiveness from
Jesus. Black may be used to decorate the church of Ash
Wednesday.

¢ Alleluia is the Hebrew word for “Praise the Lord.” Itis a
joyous expression of faith in God. During Lent, we forego
using this joyous response in order to focus on our need
for repentance and faith.

¢ Asin Advent, so in Lent, we do not sing the Gloria in Ex-
celsis in the Divine Service. We do this to focus our wor-
ship on repentance.

¢ Fasting is giving up eating at a particular meal or time in
order to devote that time to prayer and meditation of the
Word of God.

¢ Many churches observe Lent by gathering for midweek
services. These additional time of worship and gathering
around God'’s Word help us prepare to observe Holy Week
and celebrate Easter.
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