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A Message from Pastor

Growing Strong in Christ

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

"...take care that you are not carried away
with the error of lawless people and lose your
own stability. But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ,” (2 Peter 3:17b—18a ESV)

In a world that often feels unsteady, the
apostle Peter gives both a warning and a
promise. The warning is clear: there are voic-
es, ideas, and influences that can pull us
away from the truth of God's Word. These
forces may not always appear dangerous at
first. They can sound reasonable, attractive,
even compassionate. Yet when they are dis-
connected from Christ and His Word, they
ultimately lead to instability—spiritually, mor-
ally, and even emotionally.

But Peter does not leave us in fear. Instead,
he points us to the steady path forward:
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.” This is not a one-
time event but a lifelong calling. Just as a tree
grows deeper roots to withstand storms, so
the Christian grows in Christ to remain stead-
fast in faith.

What does this growth look like?

First, we grow in grace. This means continu-
ally returning to the Good News that our sal-
vation is not earned but given. In a culture
that constantly pushes us to prove ourselves,
grace reminds us that Christ has already done
everything for us. Growing in grace means
learning to live each day in forgiveness—
receiving it from God and extending it to oth-
ers. It looks like confessing our sins honestly,
trusting in absolution (forgiveness), and
sRowing patience and mercy in our relation-
ships.

Second, we grow in knowledge—not just
information, but a deeper, living understand-
ing of Jesus. This happens as we immerse
ourselves in Scripture, hear faithful preaching,
and receive the Sacraments. Over time, we

begin to see more clearly who Christ is: our
crucified and risen Savior, our Good Shepherd,
our constant companion. This knowledge
shapes how we think, speak, and act.

There are many practical ways this growth
takes place:

¢ Regular worship: Week after week,
we are grounded again in God’s promises
through Word and Sacrament.

o Daily Scripture reading: Even a few
verses each day keep us connected to
Christ’s voice amid the noise of the world.

e Prayer: Speaking with God strength-
ens our trust in Him and aligns our hearts
with His will.

e Christian fellowship: Encouraging
one another in faith helps us remain root-
ed and steady.

e Service: Putting our faith into action
deepens our understanding of Christ’s love
as we reflect it to others.

Growth may feel slow at times—like watching a
plant inch upward day by day. Yet over time,
God is at work, strengthening your faith, deep-
ening your trust, and shaping you more and
more into the image of Christ.

Peter’'s words remind us that stability does not
come from within ourselves or from the shift-
ing foundations of the world. It comes from
Christ alone. And as we grow in His grace and
knowledge, we are not only kept from being
“carried away,” but we are firmly anchored in
the One who never changes.

To Him be the glory both now and to the day
of eternity. Amen.

In Christ,

Pastor Tim Martinal
Equip. Build. Grow. Together. Eph. 4:11-16

The May Messenger is sponsored in honor of
Connie Singer & Teresa Walter in thanksgiving for
the many years of service at St. Paul.




Worship Times / Ways to be In the Word

St. Paul Worship Times

Traditional Service - Saturdays at 7PM,
Sundays at 8:30 (+ Livestream)

Bible Study/Sunday School Sundays at 10AM
SONshine Service — Sundays at 11AM

*Praise Team 2nd, 3rd, & 5th Sundays at 11AM
*Communion 15t & 3rd Sundays at 8:30AM
ond & 4th Suyndays at 11AM & the Sat. before

*Matins 5th Sunday Weekend

Sundays at 10AM

Preschool—-Grade 1
Faith Spark:

Childcare Room

Grades 2-6 Faith Flare:
Projects Room

FAITH
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Adult Instruction Class: Library

Coffee Hour between services in the Parish Hall.
Grab a cup of coffee and a snack before heading to
“Faith on Fire.”

Save the Date!

The Summer Worship Schedule begins on June 7"
at 9:30AM with a Celebration Service
honoring Mrs. Teresa Walter and Mrs. Connie Singer.
There will be no Saturday evening worship
so we can all celebrate together.

A cookie reception will follow the service and a
retirement party at Alex & Ashlee Keinath’s home.

See How We are Living Out
Our Mission Statement

Goal: Let others get encouragement from seeing
how you are in the Word and sharing the
Word. There are many ways we can be in and

share the Word. Inspire others to be in the Word
regularly and to be used by God.

How:

1. Write on a sticky note how you spend time in
God’s Word. Place it on the “Growing in the Word”
side. No name is necessary.

2. Write on a separate sticky note how God is using
you to share the Word by being the hands, feet and
ears of Jesus in our world. Place it on the “Sharing
the Word of Christ” side.

You can use multiple notes. We want to fill the
board and celebrate it all!

Men’s Bible Study
Sat., May 2nd at 8AM in the Library.
Next month: June 6th

Lutheran Ministries

“Worship for Shut-Ins”
Sundays at 11:30AM on

TCT Net. (DirecTV 377)
Sundays at 11:30AM on WAQP 49

The Lutheran Hour Radio
1400 AM Sunday at 8:30AM

WORSHIP
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Scripture Readings
May 3rd
Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

May 10th
Acts 17:16-31

1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

May 17th

Acts 1:12-26
1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

May 24th

Numbers 11:24-30
Acts 2:1-21
John 7:37-39

May 3i1st

Genesis 1:1-2, 4a
Acts 2:14a, 22-36
Matthew 28:16-20
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Upcoming Events

Quilting

Quilting 1-3PM in the Parish Hall. Newcomers are al-
ways welcome. No skills necessary - we have some-
thing to do for everyone. Come and see how God can
use your talents to help those in need. We CAN start
accepting old jeans and denim garments only for
making quilts. Please, no other material - our
closet is running over. Thanks!

Project Palooza
Thurs., May 7" from 5-6:30PM. Come and see all the

talent from our St. Paul students and watch the Kinder-
garten boxcar race!

Spring Paint Party
Fri., May 8" from 5-7PM in the Parish Hall. Join us for a

relaxing evening painting a welcome sign for your home
and having delicious drinks and hors d'oeuvres! Sign up
on the glass case in the church or one of the offices by
Mon., May 4" to ensure your spot. Cost is $25 and in-
cludes all supplies and food/drinks. Sponsored by the
Evangelism and Fellowship Committee.

Euchre
Brought to you by the Evangelism/Fellowship Commit-
tee Sat., May 16th from 4:30-6:30PM in the Parish Hall.
Drinks and food provided.

Chicken Dinners
We are planning five Chicken Dinner drive throughs
again this year on the third Sunday of each month from
May through September. The first one is Sun., May 17%
from 10:30AM until 12:30PM unless sold out.

The meal is $15.00 each and includes %2 a chicken,
mashed potatoes and gravy, buttered noodles, coleslaw,
roll and dessert.

If anyone would like to donate a dessert, please contact
Sharon Wyman at 989-823-7242 or Sandy Fackler at 989
-871-9828. We will need 7 desserts made in a 10 x 13
pan if possible.

Thank you for all the help. We couldn’t do this on our
own.

New St. Paul Family Album
Remember to pick a time to have your free family pic-
ture taken for the Church Directory. You will also have
the option to purchase prints of your choice. Sign-up
sheets are on the glass case in the narthex. Pictures
will be taken in the youth room.

Dates: May 17" — 10:30AM-3PM; May 18"-21% — 5-8PM

Young at Heart
Thurs., May 21st at 1PM (Note the date change.) All

ages are invited to join us and build stronger relation-
ships with one another.

May 25th

MEMORIAL DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Mystery Dinner
presented by the St. Paul Drama Club
Thursday, May 28th at 6PM.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

St. Paul Camping
at Wesleyan Woods July 24-26. More details to follow

soon. If you want to be part of the planning committee
to help with the events for the weekend, call Connie
Singer at 989-871-2544 or 989-551-0691.

Upcoming Events at Valley
Valley Lutheran's annual spring handbell concert Sun.,

May 3rd at 4PM in the Valley gym. Enjoy music per-
formed by six local handbell choirs. All are welcome to
attend this free, family-friendly event.

The VLHS Music Department presents their Spring Con-
cert featuring the bands and choirs of Valley Lutheran
on Sun., May 17 at 4PM. The concert will be held at Mes-
siah, Bullock Creek at 1550 S. Poseyville, Midland.

The most recent Valley Vision newsletter, featuring
the benefits of VL youth programs, winter sports awards,
and more is now available at www.vlhs.com/vvapr2026.

VL Summer Camps: Head to www.vlhs.com/camps to
see offerings, schedule and to register.

Other Area News
Mother’s Day Chicken BBQ Sun. May 10" starting at
10:30AM at St. Michael’s Lutheran School, Richville, MI.
Drive-thru only - $13 per dinner.

Retirement Celebration for Susan Klauer Sun., May
17" at Zion Lutheran Church, 1557 Seidlers Rd., Auburn.
Church service at 9AM followed by a brunch and enter-
tainment in gym. RSVP to 989-662-4264.

Part-Time Janitor Needed

The Board of Trustees is looking for a dependable indi-
vidual to join our team as a part-time janitor. The posi-
tion will be 30 hours every two weeks. Day shift during
the summer and afternoon when school starts in the
fall. If interested, please contact the Church Office to
leave your information and someone from the Board will
contact you.
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Opportunities to Serve & Volunteer

Opportunities to Serve, Volunteer and Donate

His Little Lambs Infant and Toddler room is looking for
individual to inspire the love of books. If you are interested
you can use the link below to donate to our Scholastic Cam-
paign or donating money to supplement age appropriate books
from Amazon. Please have checks made out to St Paul. All your
support no matter the amount is appreciated.

The Lions Club is once again collecting old glasses. A drop
off box is on the wooden cabinet outside the church office.

We are collecting Health Kit items for the Women'’s Shelter.
Please continue to donate the following needed items: Chap-
stick, hand towels, combs, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo,
conditioner, feminine pads, Tylenol, Band-aids, creams, and
cleaning supplies. Items can be placed in the wooden cabinet
in the narthex.

If you want to donate to one of the special funds supported
by St. Paul, we have envelopes on the wall in the hallway

Special Thanks!

Thank you for your prayers, cards and well wishes,
while I was dealing with back issues and surgery. 1
thank my Heavenly Father every day for answering
your prayers and returning me to good health and
mobility. Even though we have moved 110 miles
away, I appreciate still being included in your
church family.

Thank you for all the prayers, well wishes and
phone calls. All are appreciated. -Ken Platt

We raised $550 in April for Dorcas mites. This was
a major help in paying for our last 3 mission grants.
A BIG thank you to all who supported LWML in
this effort. God bless you all!

Thank you to all who donated and came to this
year’s Easter Breakfast. With all your help we were
able to raise $1180 for the school curriculum.

next to the sanctuary. Donations can then be placed in the of-
fering box.

Board of Social Concerns is collecting books for our used
book sale. Place books in the bin outside the church office.

Mission Lunch Prep Fri., May 8th at 12:30PM in the School
Kitchen. All are welcome to help prepare the lunches which are
delivered to the Saginaw Rescue Mission. Monetary donations
are welcomed and needed for the lunches. Contact Paul
Schoenknecht 871-2280 if you are willing to help. If at any
time you want to bake cookies, just put them in the freez-
er in kitchen storage and label them “Rescue Mission.”

There is a mission team that will help build a house for Habi-
tat for Humanity near Southfield, MI this summer. The dates
are June 15-20, 2026. This is a good opportunity to participate
in a different type of mission. For more information, contact
Gloria LaPointe 906-235-4980.

Trust & Investment
The Trust & Investment Committee would like to
share with you how our investment profits were spent
in 2026. The Voters’ Assembly approved 17 requests
at its most recent meeting on Sunday, April 12th.

-Handbell refurbishment - $6,000.00

-Two High back office chairs for school - $200.00 -
$350.00

-Classes for Colloquy program this fiscal year (April
2026 — April 2027) - $4,000.00

-Updated core curriculum materials for classrooms,
including teacher editions, student workbooks,
and supplemental instructional resources -
$8,000.00

-Chicken, seasoning, propane, lava rocks, oven clean-
er. Anything to cover the cost of the five chicken
dinners. - $2,500.00

-Athletic padded floor mats - $2,720.00

-Christmas Lights for exterior buildings - $2,000.00

-Vinyl Siding and accessories for garage - $5,000.00

-Infant daycare, Black Aluminum Fencing, Poles, Gate
and Concrete - $3,108.00

-Carpet for nursery - $2,080.00

-Nursery shelving and storage - $1,500.00

-Four Custom digital hymn board and controller -
$3,000.00

-Organ repairs - $1,350.00

-Secure Mode buttons for church office and Narthex
doors - $250.00

-Bleacher tarps - $400.00

-Electronic cable lift for church banners - $2,075.00

-Security cameras for Center Street side of the build-
ing - $1,500.00
TOTAL $45,833.00

We would like to thank all our members who
continue to donate to this fund. This is the gift
that keeps on giving.

Thank you, Trust & Investment Committee

May Screen Techs May Acolytes
2 7PM Grace E 2 7PM Claire
3 8:30AM Jaxson M 3 8:30AM Max
3 11AM Kara K 3 11AM
9 7PM 9 7PM
10 | 8:30AM Tobin K 10 | 8:30AM Amelia
10 11AM Rylie M 10 11AM Emmitt
16 7PM 16 7PM Kamdyn
17 | 8:30AM Abby S 17 | 8:30AM Reilly
17 11AM Alexis F 17 11AM Rylie
23 7PM Claire E 23 7PM
24 | 8:30AM Jaxson M 24 | 8:30AM Max
24 11AM Peyton W 24 11AM |Avery & Austin
30 7PM 30 7PM
31 | 8:30AM Tobin K 31 | 8:30AM Grace
31 11AM Brielle B 31 11AM
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St. Paul Lutheran School
May 2026

“St. Paul Lutheran School is committed to engaging students with a comprehensive
education grounded in God’s Word to prepare them for a life in Christ.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Psalm 98:4

God's truly given all of us so much for which to be grateful! Take time to stop and look at all
the wonderful blessings springing up before you.

As the school year winds down, we have several very special events during May to pray for
and mark on your calendars.
NWEA testing will take place throughout this month K-8/ OFFERINGS: Sleep in Heavenly Peace

~NHHD
= May 1
May 7
=
May 11

May 13

May 15

May 17

St. Paul Spirit Day

National Day of Prayer, "Kindy-500", Project Palooza & Music Fair 5-7 p.m.
Kindergarten Testing

2026-27 School Registration starts through June 25

15" grade Flag presentation by the Lions Club; Athletic Banquet 6 p.m.
Lutheran School Music Festival (VLHS)

8™ Grade Confirmation & 15" Communion 11:00 a.m. service

May 20 & 24  Book Fair- BOGO

May 22
May 25
May 27
May 28

May 29
May 31

3 Day of classes with busses
NO SCHOOL ~ Memorial Day The school and church offices will be closed.
Academic Banquet 6 p.m.
K-8™ grade Field Day (1-2:15 p.m.);
Drama Club presentation: Murder Mystery Dinner 6 p.m.
All-school Color Run
8" Grade Graduation at 1 p.m.

48 School Musical Opportunities I

May 10 All students K-8 Choice of Sunday service
May 15 Lutheran School Music Festival @ Valley Lutheran High School
May 17 Free Spirit Choir 11 am.
& May Sports &

May 2 Valley Grade School Invitational at VLHS TBA

May 9 Lutheran Invitational meet at VLHS TBA

May 16 Regionals @ VLHS TBA

May ?? TCLL Relays at Reese High School TBA

May 30 Lutheran State Meet at VLHS, Saginaw TBA

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. I Corinthians 10:31



Daily Lectionary / Financial / Memorials
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May Birthdays

Janice
Jean
Koltyn
Bryan
Jonathan
Rachel
Lori
Cody
Korbyn
Hudson
Lindsay
Emma
Landon
Michelle
Holly
Gabriella
Travis
Hudsen
Emma
Haily
Weston
Everlee
June
Madison
Rosie
Owen
Rian
Adam
Jodie
Destiny
Mya
Danielle
Yvonne
Barbara
Timothy
Conor
Stephanie
Jackson
Joshua
Lexi
Shane
Matthew
Bill
Chelsea

Binder
Jensen
Sebert
Wilson
Petzold
Burns
Stratton
Woodward
Cartner
Myers
Paquette
Stewart
Kern
Jaruzel
Jones
Porter
Washburn
O'Neil
Burns
Kennedy
Erdman
Buckley
Bierlein
Hahn
Horning
Butterfield
Edler
Johnson
Lowrey
Stevens
Sutton
Hallman
Burrows
Paquette
Weber
Gentry
Cross
Shreve
Myers
Bruner
Edler
Harrington
Ruppert
Barden
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Kristin
Mary
Adam
Sandra
Sarah
Savannah
Betty
Cathy
Cherri
Caleb
John
Jackie
Zach
Stephen
Kieran
Harper
Troy
Ashlie
Shalina
Larry, III
Colin
Gina
Dawn
Anna
Terri
Joshua
Debra
Nathan
Melissa
Diane
Carmin
Angela
Skylar
Jean
Heidi
Jay
Landyn
Wyatt
Elliana
Kelley
Jordyn
Daniel
Jacob
Angi

Hoard
Kern
Gross
Lince
Mays
Porter
Bradley
Gentry
Holmes
Reinbold
Walz
Sabgash
Myers
Schmandt
Ehrhardt
Aguirre
Bonadurer
Sayles
Stratton
Greer
Meacham
Werner
Reinert
Jensen
Reinert
Allen
Werner
Draper
Wagner
Bishop
Wandrie
Zeck

Ley
Harsen
VandeStreek
Rodammer
Hibner
Popham
VandeStreek
Opperman
Frahm
Inman
Jensen
O'Neil

10
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
22

April
Amy
Gary
Robin
Angela
Bob
Gale
Brenda
Kelsey
Matthew
Eunice
Emmet
Seth
Jon
Jamie
Tom
Edna
Andrea
Tammy
Daniel
Steve
Lydia
Paul
Logan
Dylin
Matthew
Ricky
Mark
Sharon
Rachel
Katherine
Jorden
Carmen
George
Joanne
Victor
Chad
Christian
Jennifer
Tayler
Steve
Cheryl
Ronald
Alfred
Doug

Ehrhardt
Bentley
Knoll
Shaffer
Thomason
O'Dell
Brown
Frahm
Gronowski
Sandusky
Peche
Bach
Mohr
Keinath
Blue
Howay
McLaren
Ide
Kowitz
Meacham
Waterman
Denome
Hibbard
Morningstar
Polzin
Schiefer
Reinert
Ferrier
Garrett
Lawrence
Weber
Goodhue
Leitz
Ackerman
Lee
Schwab III
Cobanovich
Martinez
Koch
Martinez
Schultz
Leix
Wittum
Cunningham
Hess

22
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
30

31
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Equip. Build.
Grow. Together.

Eph. 4:11-16

Life doesn’t come
with a manual.
It comes with a mother.

Happy Mother’s Day!!
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